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St. Paul Lutheran Church
WALK WITH US AS DISCIPLES OF CHRIST!

Welcome!

We welcome all who worship this Lord’s Day! We are glad you are worshiping with us this
morning. As we can be helpful to you, we look forward to doing so. If you would like the
pastor to contact you, please mark that on the Record of Fellowship or call the church office.
We ask that the Record of Fellowship be filled out (members and visitors) so that we will have
a record of your attendance. Thank you!

We Remember in Prayer
(Please call the church office to remove anyone from the prayer lists.)
Our members:
Bob Grimm, Bebe Beran, Ernest Rohlack, Jessica Schmidt, Sandi Umiker, Clifton Filter,
Larry Safarik, Pam Mikulencak, Margaret Miller, Pr. Michael Domenech, Mark Lindell,
Leon Tieman, Bo Stiles, Cynthia Beran, Norman Fuessel, Elaine Oser,
and Our Shut Ins: Lomis Weber, Betty Sakewitz, Sarah Click, Bunny Schroeder,
James Spinn, Edward Lantzsch, Greg Buetikofer, Harvey Cuzzort, Albert Zeplin,
Katy Wilson, Lisa Cox, Dorothy Grimm, Inez Sladek, Geraldine Cox,
Curtis & Rosalie Minzenmayer, Hilda Hanson, Nema Bohls, Melvin Steger,
Elda Heselmeyer, Ed Balusek, Ella Kuhl, Clifford Mahlow.
Our family, friends, and loved ones:
Lori Luxton, Brett Safarik, Adam Eubank, Merriam Buetikofer, Miriam Hardin, Zane Hyzak,
David Martinez, Corrina Sims, Stephanie Hanmann, Abel Robles, Penny Roeglin, Peggy Ging,
Verdie Guettler, Sandra & Todd Rice, Louise Gore, Rosa Linda Hernandez, Kirrin Leslie, ,
Ricky Cain, John Pelzel, Joseph Cerda, Michael Walton, Jose Juan Espinoza, Jessie Mead,
Donna Woodworth, Ben & Mary Lefner, Sandy Millner, Garry Grau, Samantha Summers,
Jimmy Grimm, Rosie Steamer, Scotty Clifton, Carroll Holmstrom, Reagan Schroeder, Rosalina
Martinez, Dana Melancon, John Harper, Bobby Harrison, Pamela Morton, Rosemarie Burney,
Denny Hamilton, Jackie Oslick, Darrell Mikulencak, Tina Ausburn, Leslie Lawrence, Jarvis
Harry, Lee Martinez, Tricia Van Til, Jacque Frazier, Alma Russell, Ann Zuehlke, Mike Parry,
Diana Beran, Rex Anders, Matthew Retchloff, Paula Schwartz, Randy Dykowski, Carole Byler,
Kellie Click, Mary Kidwell, Carolyn Wycoff, Glen Shelby, Joshua Bockerstette, Jennifer
Neddeau, Julie Johnson, Marie Davis, Abby Alderete, Patrick Jordan, Lisa Heselmeyer, Cliff
Peters, Jiana Milam, Kurt Laxson, Chandra Bivens, Jessica Golden, Betty Pickett, Abigail
Alexander, Eric Richardson, Brianna Rivera, David Downey, Linda Dlouhy, Margaret Smith,
John Blackwell, Rebecca Lucas, Cullen Eschberger, LuAnn Buck, Danithia Joyce,
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WELCOME
ANNOUNCEMENTS
INTRODUCTION
The feast of Epiphany ("manifestation") concludes the Christmas season with a celebration of
God's glory revealed in the person of Jesus Christ. In Isaiah and Ephesians, that glory is
proclaimed for all nations and people. Like the light of the star that guided the magi to Jesus, the
light of Christ reveals who we are: children of God who are claimed and washed in the waters of
baptism. We are sent out to be beacons of the light of Christ, sharing the good news of God's
love to all people.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
who was in the beginning,
who makes a dwelling among us,
who covers us with justice and mercy.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
God of goodness and lovingkindness,
we confess that we have sinned against you
and our neighbors.
We have turned away from your invitation to new life.
We have turned away from the lowly and downtrodden.
In your abundant mercy, forgive us our sins,
those we know and those known only to you,
for the sake of the one who came to live among us,
Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.
Hear the good news of peace and salvation!
God forgives us all our sins,
not through our own work,
but through + Jesus Christ, made known to all people.
With all who come to the manger,
rejoice in this amazing gift of grace.
Amen.
GATHERING SONG
“Angel’s from the Realm of Glory”
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by the leading of a star. Lead us now
by faith to know your presence in our lives, and bring us at last to the full vision of your glory,
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
WORD
Reader: George Matthys
FIRST READING: Isaiah 60:1-6
Jerusalem is assured that nations will make a pilgrimage to her because the light of God's
presence is in her midst. The bountiful food of the sea and the profits of international trade will
come streaming to Jerusalem and thereby declare God's praise.
1
Arise, shine; for your light has come,
and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you.
2
For darkness shall cover the earth,
and thick darkness the peoples;
but the LORD will arise upon you,
and his glory will appear over you.
3
Nations shall come to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your dawn.
4
Lift up your eyes and look around;
they all gather together, they come to you;
your sons shall come from far away,
and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses' arms.
5
Then you shall see and be radiant;
your heart shall thrill and rejoice,
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you,
the wealth of the nations shall come to you.
6
A multitude of camels shall cover you,
the young camels of Midian and Ephah;
all those from Sheba shall come.
They shall bring gold and frankincense,
and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD.
PSALM: Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14
All kings shall bow down before him. (Ps. 72:11)
1
Give the king your justice, O God,
and your righteousness to the king's son;
2
that he may rule your people righteously
and the poor with justice;
3
that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people,
and the hills, in righteousness.
4
Let him defend the needy among the people,
rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor.
5
May he live as long as the sun and moon endure,
from one generation to another.
6
Let him come down like rain upon the mown field,
like showers that water the earth.
7
In his time may the righteous flourish;
6

and let there be an abundance of peace
till the moon shall be no more.
10
May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles pay tribute,
and the kings of Sheba and Seba offer gifts.
11
May all kings bow down before him,
and all the nations do him service.
12
For the king delivers the poor who cry out in distress,
the oppressed, and those who have no helper.
13
He has compassion on the lowly and poor,
and preserves the lives of the needy.
14
From oppression and violence he redeems their lives,
and precious is their blood in his sight.
SECOND READING: Ephesians 3:1-12
What had been hidden from previous generations is now made known through the gospel
ministry of Paul and others. In Christ both Jews and Gentiles participate in the richness of God's
promised salvation.
1
This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles—2for
surely you have already heard of the commission of God's grace that was given me for you,
3
and how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, 4a
reading of which will enable you to perceive my understanding of the mystery of Christ. 5In
former generations this mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has now been
revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: 6that is, the Gentiles have become
fellow heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the
gospel.7Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God's grace that was
given me by the working of his power. 8Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace
was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, 9and to
make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all
things; 10so that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made
known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 11This was in accordance with the
eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12in whom we have access to
God in boldness and confidence through faith in him.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Please stand as you are able.
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GOSPEL
The Holy Gospel according to : Matthew 2:1-12
Glory to you, O Lord.
GOSPEL: : Matthew 2:1-12
God's promise shines bright in the night as magi follow a star to honor a new king. Strangers
from a faraway land, they welcome the long-awaited messiah of Israel.
1

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East
came to Jerusalem, 2asking, "Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we
observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage."3When King Herod heard
this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling together all the chief priests and
scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 5They told him, "In
Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:
6
'And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.'" 7Then Herod secretly
called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared.
8
Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for the child; and when you
have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage." 9When they had
heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its
rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10When they saw that the star had
stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary
his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests,
they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12And having been warned in a dream
not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated.
Congregation
Children’s message
Sermon
Rev. Dr. George R. Qualley
HYMN OF THE DAY
“The First Noel”
P. 300
Please stand as you are able.
With the whole church let us confess our faith.
CREED
Apostles' Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
8

he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the church, the world, and all who
are in need.
A brief silence.
Glorious God, fill your church with joy. Let your faithful people live as beacons of your
redemption. Give wisdom and courage to your church that it may speak with boldness and
confidence, even when words of mercy are met with scorn. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Show us your faithfulness in the rising and setting of the sun. Place wonder into the hearts of
those who search the skies and explore the heavens. Curb waste and pollution, that all might
have clean air to breathe. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Bring all nations and rulers to the splendor of your dawn. Raise up advocates who champion the
cause of exploited and vulnerable people. Inspire leaders to be generous with abundance, that
all people might live in stability and freedom. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Come quickly with your healing power to all who seek love, support, and restoration. Dispel
fears and shadows. Restore broken relationships and mend broken hearts. Bring relief to those
who are sick or struggling (especially). Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Send traveling mercies upon all who journey home by other roads. Guard refugees, immigrants,
and asylum seekers. Protect families fleeing conflict in their homelands or abuse in their homes.
Tend to those who have no place to lay their heads. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
We pray for all our military, especially those deployed. We keep in our prayers all the Wounded
Warriors that have returned home to heal. We pray for our missionaries; Cheryl Kruckemeyer in
Tanzania, Neeraj & Nijhar Ekka serving with the World Mission Prayer League, and for our
sister congregation at Heritage Lutheran Church in Dell Rapids, South Dakota. Bless and
protect all our local nurses, doctors, healthcare workers and first responders.
According to the boundless riches of Christ, you draw all your saints, from the least to the
greatest, to your heavenly places. As you created all things, make all things new again in the
splendor of your glory. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift these and all our prayers to
you, in the name of Jesus.
Amen.
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The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you
Please be seated.

PEACE

THANKSGIVING
THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD

Let us pray.
O God of justice and love,
we give thanks to you
that you illumine our way through life with the words of your Son.
Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others,
and at the end bring all the world to your feast;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory forever.
Amen.
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
SENDING
BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and † give you peace.
Amen.
SENDING SONG
“As with Gladness Men of Old"
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus.
Thanks be to God.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Pastor’s Bible Study
The Pastor’s Bible Study on John will begin on Wednesday January 13 at 2:00 PM.
It will be via Zoom.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85961049903?pwd=T0kzQUtDQW9HTUw2Qmpsc3FreXhYQT09
Copy this link into your Internet browser and join us. If you can’t join us, the Bible study will
be recorded and available via our One Drive link. Contact Pastor George for this information.

Loss of Spouse Seminar
Sunday January 10th 3:00 pm - 5:00 pm Northview Christian Church 2900 N Main St,
Taylor, TX 76574, 512-352-5611
The seminar features an inspiring 35-minute video that’s filled with practical advice and a
variety of perspectives on spousal loss.
You’ll receive a booklet to take home with over 30 short readings to help rebuild your life.

GUIDELINES FOR RE-OPENING CHURCH
• IF YOU FEEL SICK, PLEASE STAY HOME!
• EVERY OTHER PEW IS TAPED OFF TO HELP WITH SOCIAL DISTANCING
• MASKS ARE NOT REQUIRED BUT RECOMMENDED FOR SAFETY. WE DO NOT HAVE
GLOVES & MASKS TO DISTRIBUTE TO ATTENDEES - ALL USHERS OR ANYONE
HELPING WITH THE SERVICE WILL ALSO WEAR GLOVES.
• ALL EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR DOORS WILL BE PROPPED OPEN FOR ENTRY &
EXIT. THEY WILL BE LOCKED AS USUAL ONCE THE SERVICE STARTS.
• NO CONTACT GREETINGS OR EXITS – PLEASE DO THE BIG WAVE TO EVERYONE!
• FAMILIES CAN SIT TOGETHER OR IF YOU’VE BEEN STAYING WITH SOMEONE NOT
OF YOUR FAMILY DURING QUARANTINE – SEATING IS UP TO EACH INDIVIDUAL
•BULLETINS WILL BE EMAILED EACH FRIDAY FOR THAT SUNDAY’S SERVICE – WE
WILL HAVE PRINTED COPIES EACH SUNDAY AS WELL & EACH PERSON WILL BE
ENCOURAGED TO DISPOSE OF THEIR COPY IN THE RECYCLE BINS IN THE
NARTHEX AT EXIT.
• PLEASE VISIT AFTER THE SERVICE OUTSIDE TO HELP MAINTAIN SOCIAL
DISTANCING AND TO ALLOW THE USHERS TO BEGIN WIPING AREAS DOWN AS
SOON AS POSSIBLE.
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