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March 7, 2021 
THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT 
Walk With Us As Disciples of Christ! 

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church  
Child Development Center and Pre-School 

 
Rev. Dr. George R. Qualley, D.R.S., Ph.D., Pastor 

(812) 259-2530 
 
 
 
 

Andy Simmons, Organist 
Rachel St.Clair, Office Administrator       

401 West Seventh Street 
Taylor, Texas  76574   

Office Phone:  (512) 352-2327 
FAX: (512) 365-1509 

 
 

Email: stpauloffice@austin.twcbc.com              Website: www.stpaultaylor.com 
 
 

 
 

Follow us at Facebook.com/stpaultaylor  
SUNDAY RADIO BROADCAST 

KRXT 98.5 FM at 12:15pm 
St. Paul Church does take pictures and videos which will be posted on their  

Social Media and Web Page. 
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We welcome all who worship this Lord’s Day!  We are glad you are worshiping with us this 
morning.  As we can be helpful to you, we look forward to doing so.  If you would like the  
pastor to contact you, please mark that on the Record of Fellowship or call the church office.   
 

We ask that the Record of Fellowship be filled out  (members and visitors) so that we will have 
a record of your attendance.  Thank you! 
 

 

We Remember in Prayer 
(Please call the church office to remove anyone from the prayer lists.)  

Our members:   
Mel Bullock, Sue Dittmeyer, Barbara Sladek, Bob Grimm, Ernest Rohlack, Jessica 
Schmidt, Clifton Filter, Larry Safarik, Pam Mikulencak, Margaret Miller, Pr. Michael 
Domenech, Mark Lindell, Leon Tieman, Bo Stiles, Norman Fuessel, Elaine Oser,  
and Our Shut Ins:  Lomis Weber, Betty Sakewitz, Sarah Click, Bunny Schroeder,      
James Spinn, Edward Lantzsch, Greg Buetikofer, Harvey Cuzzort, Albert Zeplin,          
Katy Wilson, Lisa Cox, Dorothy Grimm, Inez Sladek, Geraldine Cox,                             
Curtis & Rosalie Minzenmayer, Nema Bohls, Melvin Steger, Elda Heselmeyer,                  
Ed Balusek, Ella Kuhl, Clifford Mahlow. 
 
The Ray Ochoa family thanks everyone from St.Paul for all their kind words, prayer and 
gifts in remembrance of Ray’s Father and Grandmother. It is wonderful to have the 
support of such a faithful church family. Thank you all for you love and support.  
The Ray Ochoa Family 
 
Our family, friends, and loved ones:  
Rhonda Aicky, Joe & Arlene Wold, Jennifer Thomson, Brett Safarik, Adam Eubank, Merriam 
Buetikofer, Miriam Hardin, Zane Hyzak, David Martinez, Corrina Sims, Stephanie Hanmann, 
Abel Robles, Peggy Ging, Verdie Guettler, Sandra & Todd Rice, Louise Gore, Rosa Linda 
Hernandez,  Kirrin Leslie, , Ricky Cain, John Pelzel, Joseph Cerda, Michael Walton, Jose Juan 
Espinoza, Jessie Mead, Donna Woodworth, Ben & Mary Lefner, Sandy Millner, Garry Grau, 
Samantha Summers, Jimmy Grimm, Rosie Steamer, Scotty Clifton, Carroll Holmstrom, Reagan 
Schroeder, Rosalina Martinez, Dana Melancon, John Harper, Bobby Harrison, Pamela Morton, 
Rosemarie Burney, Denny Hamilton, Jackie Oslick, Darrell Mikulencak, Tina Ausburn, Leslie 
Lawrence, Jarvis Harry, Lee Martinez, Tricia Van Til, Jacque Frazier, Alma Russell, Ann 
Zuehlke, Mike Parry, Diana Beran, Rex Anders, Matthew Retchloff, Paula Schwartz, Randy 
Dykowski, Carole Byler, Kellie Click, Mary Kidwell, Carolyn Wycoff, Glen Shelby, Joshua 
Bockerstette, Jennifer Neddeau, Julie Johnson, Marie Davis, Abby Alderete, Patrick Jordan, 
Lisa Heselmeyer, Cliff Peters, Jiana Milam, Kurt Laxson, Chandra Bivens, Jessica Golden, Betty 
Pickett, Abigail Alexander, Eric Richardson, Brianna Rivera, David Downey, Linda Dlouhy, 
Margaret Smith, John Blackwell, Rebecca Lucas, Cullen Eschberger, LuAnn Buck, Danithia 
Joyce, Hunter Williams 

St. Paul Lutheran Church      
WALK WITH US AS DISCIPLES OF CHRIST! 

Welcome! 
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WELCOME 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

INTRODUCTION 
The third covenant in this year's Lenten readings is the central one of Israel's history: the gift of 
the law to those God freed from slavery. The commandments begin with the statement that 
because God alone has freed us from the powers that oppressed us, we are to let nothing else 
claim first place in our lives. When Jesus throws the merchants out of the temple, he is 
defending the worship of God alone and rejecting the ways commerce and profit-making can 
become our gods. The Ten Commandments are essential to our baptismal call: centered first in 
God's liberating love, we strive to live out justice and mercy in our communities and the world. 

 
Please stand as you are able. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 
the keeper of the covenant, 
the source of steadfast love, 
our rock and our redeemer. 
Amen. 
 

God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the one who is 
full of compassion. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Fountain of living water, 
pour out your mercy over us. 
Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free. 
Rebuild what we have ruined 
and mend what we have torn. 
Wash us in your cleansing flood. 
Make us alive in the Spirit 
to follow in the way of Jesus, 
as healers and restorers of the world you so love. 
Amen. 
 

Beloved, God's word never fails. 
The promise rests on grace: 
by the saving love of Jesus Christ, 
the wisdom and power of God, 
your sins are + forgiven, and God remembers them no more. 
Journey in the way of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 
 

GATHERING SONG      “In the Cross of Christ I Glory”   P. 324 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray.  
Holy God, through your Son you have called us to live faithfully and act courageously. Keep us 
steadfast in your covenant of grace, and teach us the wisdom that comes only through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
 

Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 
READER: Sharon Naiver 
 

WORD 
FIRST READING: Exodus 20:1-17 
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After escaping from slavery, the Israelites come to Mount Sinai, where God teaches them how 
to live in community. The Ten Commandments proclaim that God alone is worthy of worship. 
Flowing from God, the life of the community flourishes when based on honesty, trust, fidelity, 
and respect for life, family, and property. 
 

1Then God spoke all these words: 
2I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; 
3you shall have no other gods before me. 
 

4You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, 
or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 5You shall not bow down 
to them or worship them; for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, punishing children for the 
iniquity of parents, to the third and the fourth generation of those who reject me, 6but showing 
steadfast love to the thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my commandments. 
 

7You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not 
acquit anyone who misuses his name. 
 

8Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. 9Six days you shall labor and do all your work. 
10But the seventh day is a sabbath to the LORD your God; you shall not do any work—you, your 
son or your daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the alien resident in your 
towns. 11For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but 
rested the seventh day; therefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it. 
 

12Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the LORD 
your God is giving you. 
13You shall not murder. 
14You shall not commit adultery. 
15You shall not steal. 
16You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
17You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your neighbor's wife, or male or 
female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 
 

The word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: Psalm 19 
The commandment of the LORD gives light to the eyes. (Ps. 19:8) 
 

1The heavens declare the glory of God, 
 and the sky proclaims its maker's handiwork. 
2One day tells its tale to another, 
 and one night imparts knowledge to another. 
3Although they have no words or language, 
 and their voices are not heard, 
4their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to the ends of the world, 
 where God has pitched a tent for the sun. 
5It comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber; 
 it rejoices like a champion to run its course. 
6It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens 
and runs about to the end of it again; 
 nothing is hidden from its | burning heat.   
7The teaching of the LORD is perfect and revives the soul; 
 the testimony of the LORD is sure and gives wisdom to the simple. 
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8The statutes of the LORD are just and rejoice the heart; 
 the commandment of the LORD is clear and gives light to the eyes. 
9The fear of the LORD is clean and endures forever; 
 the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether. 
10More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, 
 sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb.   
11By them also is your servant enlightened, 
 and in keeping them there is great reward. 
12Who can detect one's own offenses? 
 Cleanse me from my secret faults. 
13Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; 
let them not get dominion over me; 
 then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense. 
14Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight, 
 O LORD, my strength and | my redeemer.   
 

 

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:18-25 
The word of the cross is pure foolishness and nonsense to the world because it claims that God 
is mostly revealed in weakness, humiliation, and death. But through such divine foolishness and 
weakness, God is working to save us. The center of Paul's preaching is Christ crucified. 
 

18For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are 
being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written, 
 "I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
 and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart." 
20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not 
God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 
 

21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, 
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through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. 22For Jews demand 
signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews 
and foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the 
power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For God's foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and 
God's weakness is stronger than human strength. 
 

The word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
Please stand as you are able. 
 

GOSPEL 
The Holy Gospel according to  John 2:13-22  
 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

GOSPEL: John 2:13-22 
Jesus attacks the commercialization of religion by driving merchants out of the temple. When 
challenged, he responds mysteriously, with the first prediction of his own death and resurrection. 
In the midst of a seemingly stable religious center, Jesus suggests that the center itself has 
changed. 
 

13The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14In the temple he 
found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated at their tables. 
15Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. 
He also poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. 16He told those 
who were selling the doves, "Take these things out of here! Stop making my Father's house a 
marketplace!" 17His disciples remembered that it was written, "Zeal for your house will consume 
me." 18The Jews then said to him, "What sign can you show us for doing this?" 19Jesus 
answered them, "Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up." 20The Jews then said, 
"This temple has been under construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it up in three 
days?" 21But he was speaking of the temple of his body. 
 

22After he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; and they 
believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken. 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
Please be seated.  
 

    Congregation 
Children’s message  
    
Sermon  Rev. Dr. George R. Qualley 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY    “Lord, Take my Hand and Lead Me”              P.767 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
 

CREED 
 

Apostles' Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
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 he descended to the dead.* On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in need. 
A brief silence. 
There is no God before you. Purify the faith of your church, that your people place their trust in 
nothing beside you. Your name is holy. Guide your church, that in every situation your people's 
words and actions honor your name. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
The heavens declare your glory. Renew your creation. Provide leaders in the struggle for clean 
air and water; protect creatures and crops that rely on healthy ecosystems; give all people the 
willingness to repent when our way of life pollutes the earth and skies. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Your foolishness is wiser than human wisdom. Fill leaders with the foolishness of your peace 
and mercy. Your law defends the vulnerable. Work through legislators, judicial systems, and 
systems of law enforcement to protect the wellbeing and freedom of all (especially). Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Your weakness is stronger than human strength. Protect those who are vulnerable and give 
courage to all who are suffering (especially). Defend victims of crime and bring redemption to 
those who have harmed others. Give sabbath rest to all who labor. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
You call us to proclaim Christ crucified. Give clarity to this congregation and our leaders, so that 
we might follow Christ beyond our own habits and comfort. Clear out anything in our common 
life that would obscure the gospel or that serves our own interests. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
We pray for our missionaries; Cheryl Kruckemeyer in Tanzania and Pascal & Jenna Hausser 
missionaries for the World Mission Prayer League, and for our sister congregation at Holy Cross 
Lutheran Church in Yoakum, Texas. 
The cross of Christ is your power for all who are being saved. Thank you for (Perpetua, Felicity, 
and companions) all the martyrs whose witness reveals the power of the cross. Give us the 
same trust in life and in death. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you.   
Please be seated. 
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THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
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Prayer After Communion 
SENDING 

 
 
 

BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and † give you peace. 
Amen. 
  
 

SENDING SONG   “Send Me, Jesus”    P.549 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Remember the poor. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2019 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Scripture quotations (except psalms) from the 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the 
USA. All rights reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license # SB119786  Used by permission, CCLI License 
#11135365 

 

Reminder Sunday, 

March 14th 
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GUIDELINES FOR RE-OPENING CHURCH  
 
• IF YOU FEEL SICK, PLEASE STAY HOME!  
• EVERY OTHER PEW IS TAPED OFF TO HELP WITH SOCIAL DISTANCING  
• MASKS ARE NOT REQUIRED BUT RECOMMENDED FOR SAFETY. WE DO NOT HAVE 
GLOVES & MASKS TO DISTRIBUTE TO ATTENDEES - ALL USHERS OR ANYONE 
HELPING WITH THE SERVICE WILL ALSO WEAR GLOVES.  
• ALL EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR DOORS WILL BE PROPPED OPEN FOR ENTRY & EXIT. 
THEY WILL BE LOCKED AS USUAL ONCE THE SERVICE STARTS.  
• NO CONTACT GREETINGS OR EXITS – PLEASE DO THE BIG WAVE TO EVERYONE!  
• FAMILIES CAN SIT TOGETHER OR IF YOU’VE BEEN STAYING WITH SOMEONE NOT OF 
YOUR FAMILY DURING QUARANTINE – SEATING IS UP TO EACH INDIVIDUAL  
• BULLETINS WILL BE EMAILED EACH FRIDAY FOR THAT SUNDAY’S SERVICE – WE 
WILL HAVE PRINTED COPIES EACH SUNDAY AS WELL & EACH PERSON WILL BE 
ENCOURAGED TO DISPOSE OF THEIR COPY IN THE RECYCLE BINS IN THE NARTHEX 
AT EXIT.  
• ONLY THE ORGANIST, 1 LEAD SINGER AND 1 PERSON MANAGING THE SOUND 
BOARD WILL BE ALLOWED IN THE BALCONY.  
• PLEASE VISIT AFTER THE SERVICE OUTSIDE TO HELP MAINTAIN SOCIAL 
DISTANCING AND TO ALLOW THE USHERS TO BEGIN WIPING AREAS DOWN AS SOON 
AS POSSIBLE.  
• COMMUNION WILL BE PROVIDED IN SEALED READY TO SERVE CUPS (GRAPE JUICE 
& WAFER) GIVEN OUT WHEN YOU WALK IN AND EVERYONE WILL TAKE IT AT THEIR 
SEAT DURING SERVICE – NO WALK UP TO THE ALTAR. YOU ARE ALSO FREE TO 
BRING YOUR OWN – TISSUES WILL BE IN THE PEWS AND THE USHERS WILL COME BY 
EACH PEW JUST AFTER COMMUNION WITH A BASKET TO PUT YOUR CUP IN. TRASH 
CANS WILL BE AT THE EXITS – PLEASE BE VERY CAREFUL NOT TO SPILL ON THE 
PEWS OR FLOOR AND LET US KNOW IMMEDIATELY IF THERE IS A SPILL!  
• OFFERING PLATES WILL BE IN THE NARTHEX FOR DROP OFF BEFORE AND AFTER 
CHURCH – ATTENDANCE CARDS WILL BE AVAILABLE TO FILL OUT AND DROP IN THE 
OFFERING PLATES.  
• CHILDREN’S SERMON WILL BE TAUGHT WITH CHILDREN STAYING IN THEIR SEATS  
• NO BIBLES, HYMNALS, OFFERING ENVELOPES OR SIGN IN/RED BOOKS IN PEWS  
• THE NURSERY DOOR IS CLOSED AND NOT AVAILABLE FOR USE  
• THE RED BAGS ARE NOT AVAILABLE FOR KIDS  
• THE WATER FOUNTAIN IS NOT AVAILABLE FOR USE  
• NO FELLOWSHIP OR SUNDAY SCHOOL AFTER CHURCH THROUGH THE SUMMER  
• NO SHARING OF PEACE  
• PLEASE REMAIN SEATED AT THE END OF THE SERVICE - USHERS WILL DISMISS 
ROWS TO MAINTAIN DISTANCE AND BEGIN AT THE BACK OF CHURCH.  
AFTER SERVICE:  
THOSE ON DUTY WILL BEGIN WIPING OR SPRAYING DOWN ALL BATHROOMS (TOILET 
HANDLES, FAUCETS, DOOR HANDLES, TOILET SEATS, LIGHT SWITCH), DOOR 
HANDLES AT ALL ENTRY/EXITS WITH DISINFECTANT SPRAY OR WIPES. WE ASK THAT 
YOU EXIT THE CHURCH IMMEDIATELY AFTER SERVICE AND VISIT OUTSIDE SO THIS 
CAN BE DONE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. THANK YOU FOR FOLLOWING THESE 
GUIDELINES AND FOR YOUR HELP IN HELPING PROVIDE A SAFE ENVIRONMENT FOR 
US TO WORSHIP.  


