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St. Paul Lutheran Church
WALK WITH US AS DISCIPLES OF CHRIST!

Welcome!

We welcome all who worship this Lord’s Day! We are glad you are worshiping with us this
morning. As we can be helpful to you, we look forward to doing so. If you would like the
pastor to contact you, please mark that on the Record of Fellowship or call the church office.
We ask that the Record of Fellowship be filled out (members and visitors) so that we will have
a record of your attendance. Thank you!

We Remember in Prayer
(Please call the church office to remove anyone from the prayer lists.)
Our members:
Cynthia Beran, LaVerne Richter, Sue Dittmeyer, Barbara Sladek, Bob Grimm, Ernest
Rohlack, Jessica Schmidt, Lydia Dowling, Clifton Filter, Larry Safarik, Pam Mikulencak,
Margaret Miller, Pr. Michael Domenech, Mark Lindell, Leon Tieman, Bo Stiles, Norman
Fuessel, Elaine Oser, and Our Shut Ins: Pastor Walter Miller, Lomis Weber, Betty
Sakewitz, Sarah Click, Bunny Schroeder, James Spinn, Edward Lantzsch, Greg
Buetikofer, Harvey Cuzzort, Albert Zeplin, Katy Wilson, Lisa Cox, Dorothy Grimm,
Geraldine Cox, Curtis & Rosalie Minzenmayer, Nema Bohls, Melvin Steger, Elda
Heselmeyer, Ed Balusek, Ella Kuhl, Clifford Mahlow.
Our family, friends, and loved ones:
Rhonda Aicky, Joe & Arlene Wold, Jennifer Thomson, Brett Safarik, Adam Eubank, Merriam
Buetikofer, Miriam Hardin, Zane Hyzak, David Martinez, Corrina Sims, Stephanie Hanmann,
Abel Robles, Peggy Ging, Verdie Guettler, Sandra & Todd Rice, Louise Gore, Rosa Linda
Hernandez, Kirrin Leslie, , Ricky Cain, John Pelzel, Joseph Cerda, Michael Walton, Jose Juan
Espinoza, Jessie Mead, Donna Woodworth, Ben & Mary Lefner, Sandy Millner, Garry Grau,
Samantha Summers, Jimmy Grimm, Rosie Steamer, Scotty Clifton, Carroll Holmstrom, Reagan
Schroeder, Rosalina Martinez, Dana Melancon, John Harper, Bobby Harrison, Pamela Morton,
Rosemarie Burney, Denny Hamilton, Jackie Oslick, Darrell Mikulencak, Tina Ausburn, Leslie
Lawrence, Jarvis Harry, Lee Martinez, Tricia Van Til, Jacque Frazier, Alma Russell, Ann
Zuehlke, Mike Parry, Diana Beran, Rex Anders, Matthew Retchloff, Paula Schwartz, Randy
Dykowski, Carole Byler, Kellie Click, Mary Kidwell, Carolyn Wycoff, Glen Shelby, Joshua
Bockerstette, Jennifer Neddeau, Julie Johnson, Marie Davis, Abby Alderete, Patrick Jordan,
Lisa Heselmeyer, Cliff Peters, Jiana Milam, Kurt Laxson, Chandra Bivens, Jessica Golden,
Betty Pickett, Abigail Alexander, Eric Richardson, Brianna Rivera, David Downey, Linda Dlouhy,
Margaret Smith, John Blackwell, Rebecca Lucas, Cullen Eschberger, LuAnn Buck, Danithia
Joyce, Hunter Williams, Scott Brooks
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WELCOME
ANNOUNCEMENTS
INTRODUCTION
The image of the good shepherd shows us how the risen Christ brings us to life. It is the
relationship between the shepherd and the sheep, one of mutual knowledge and love, that gives
the shepherd authority. The shepherd's willingness to lay down his life for the sheep shows his
love. First John illustrates what it means to lay down our lives for one another by the example of
sharing our wealth with any sibling in need.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, † one God,
full of compassion and mercy,
abounding in steadfast love.
Amen.
Trusting God's promise of forgiveness, let us confess our sin against God and one another.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.
Eternal God our creator,
in you we live and move and have our being.
Look upon us, your children,
the work of your hands.
Forgive us all our offenses,
and cleanse us from proud thoughts and empty desires.
By your grace draw us near to you,
our refuge and our strength;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Since we are justified by faith,
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.
God's love has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit given to us.
In the mercy of almighty God,
Christ died for us while we still were sinners;
and for his sake, God † forgives you all your sins.
Amen.
GATHERING SONG

“The Lord’s My Shepherd”

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray
O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost and guide us into your fold. Feed
us, and we shall be satisfied; heal us, and we shall be whole. Make us one with you, for you live
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Reader: Paula Safarik

WORD

FIRST READING: Acts 4:5-12
Peter and John had been arrested the previous day because they were proclaiming the news of
the resurrection to the people. In today's reading, Peter is filled with the Holy Spirit so that he
can proclaim salvation in Jesus' name to the religious authorities.
5

The next day [the] rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, 6with Annas the high
priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. 7When they
had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, "By what power or by what name did
you do this?" 8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, "Rulers of the people and
elders, 9if we are questioned today because of a good deed done to someone who was sick and
are asked how this man has been healed, 10let it be known to all of you, and to all the people of
Israel, that this man is standing before you in good health by the name of Jesus Christ of
Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead. 11This Jesus is
'the stone that was rejected by you, the builders;
it has become the cornerstone.'
12
There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among
mortals by which we must be saved."
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 23
The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not be in want. (Ps. 23:1)
1
The LORD is my shepherd;
I shall not be in want.
2
The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures
and leads me beside still waters.
3
You restore my soul, O LORD,
and guide me along right pathways for your name's sake.
4
Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
5
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.
6
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.
SECOND READING: 1 John 3:16-24
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Jesus' death on our behalf is the clearest demonstration of divine love. This is the very love we
share with others, not just through our words but especially through our deeds. In sharing such
love we fulfill God's commandments.
16

We know love by this, that [Jesus Christ] laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay down
our lives for one another. 17How does God's love abide in anyone who has the world's goods
and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help?
18

Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. 19And by this we will
know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him 20whenever our hearts
condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. 21Beloved, if our
hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness before God; 22and we receive from him whatever
we ask, because we obey his commandments and do what pleases him.
23

And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and
love one another, just as he has commanded us. 24All who obey his commandments abide in
him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has
given us.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able.

GOSPEL
The Holy Gospel according to John 10:11-18
Glory to you, O Lord.
GOSPEL: John 10:11-18
In language that recalls the twenty-third psalm, Jesus describes himself as the shepherd who
cares for his sheep. He is willing to die for them, and he is able to overcome death for them.
[Jesus said:] 11"I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.
12
The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming
and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13The
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hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. 14I am the good
shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15just as the Father knows me and I know the
Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. 16I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold.
I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd.
17
For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again.
18
No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I
have power to take it up again. I have received this command from my Father."
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated.
Congregation

Children’s message
Sermon

Rev. Dr. George R. Qualley

HYMN OF THE DAY

“The King of Love My Shepherd Is”
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Please stand as you are able.
With the whole church let us confess our faith.
CREED
Apostles' Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who
promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love.
A brief silence.
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Loving Shepherd, you know your own and your own know you. Your voice calls us to your loving
embrace. Strengthen your church throughout the world that we bear witness to your expansive
love. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Gracious Shepherd, you are generous with the gifts of goodness and mercy. Restore your
creation to wholeness so that cities and towns, countryside and wilderness, may abound with
life. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Hope-giving Shepherd, the nations and peoples are your heritage. Place into the hearts of all
leaders and rulers the passion to serve. Crucify any desire to overpower others and give leaders
joy in lifting up the lowly. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Abiding Shepherd, your love flows as we reach out to those around us. Move us with your Spirit,
so that we lay down our lives for those in need (especially). Help us love one another in truth
and action. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Saving Shepherd, you restore us to wholeness. Help our community in our life together and give
us vigor as a people of faith. In the midst of challenges and opportunities (specific concerns may
be named), fill us anew with you Holy Spirit. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
We pray for all our military, especially those deployed. We keep in our prayers all the Wounded
Warriors that have returned home to heal. We pray for our missionaries; Cheryl Kruckemeyer in
Tanzania, Karen Merkel serving with the World Mission Prayer League, and for our sister
congregation at Hope Evangelical Lutheran Church in Smithfield, Nebraska. Bless and protect
all our local nurses, doctors, healthcare workers and first responders.
Eternal Shepherd, you hold us securely in your loving hands. In the assurance of resurrection
hope, we remember our loved ones who have died in you (especially the evangelist Mark). Bring
us, with them, to dwell in your house forever. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending
goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you
Please be seated.
THANKSGIVING
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Let us pray.

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD

O God of justice and love,
we give thanks to you
that you illumine our way through life with the words of your Son.
Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others,
and at the end bring all the world to your feast;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory forever.
Amen.
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
SENDING
BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and † give you peace.
Amen.
SENDING SONG

“Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us"
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DISMISSAL
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2019 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Scripture quotations (except psalms) from the
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the
USA. All rights reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license # SB119786 Used by permission, CCLI License
#11135365
From Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright © 2006.
All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license # SB119786
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GUIDELINES FOR SAFETY IN CHURCH
IF YOU FEEL SICK, PLEASE STAY HOME!
EVERY OTHER PEW IS TAPED OFF TO HELP SOCIAL DISTANCE EVERYONE.
SEATING IS UP TO EACH INDIVIDUAL ON WHERE YOU FEEL SAFE.
MASKS ARE NOT REQUIRED BUT RECOMMENDED FOR SAFETY.
NO CONTACT GREETINGS OR EXITS – PLEASE DO THE “BIG WAVE” TO EVERYONE!
PLEASE VISIT OUTSIDE THE BUILDING AFTER THE SERVICE.
COMMUNION WILL BE PROVIDED IN SEALED, READY TO SERVE CUPS (GRAPE
JUICE & WAFER).
THESE ARE AVAILABLE TO
PICK UP WHEN YOU
WALK IN TO CHURCH.
COMMUNION WILL BE TAKEN AT YOUR SEAT DURING THE SERVICE. IF ANY
SPILLS HAPPEN, PLEASE NOTIFY AN USHER AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.
OFFERING PLATES WILL BE IN THE NARTHEX AND AT THE DOORS. PLEASE DROP
YOUR ATTENDANCE CARD IN THE OFFERING PLATE AS WELL.
THE NURSERY IS NOT AVAILABLE FOR USE.
PLEASE REMAIN SEATED AT THE END OF SERVICE – USHERS WILL DISMISS BY
ROW TO MAINTAIN DISTANCE AND BEGIN AT THE BACK OF THE CHURCH.
THANK YOU FOR FOLLOWING THESE GUIDELINES AND FOR YOUR HELP IN
PROVIDING A SAFE ENVIRONMENT FOR US TO WORSHIP!
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