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December 4, 2022 
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Walk With Us As Disciples of Christ! 

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church  
Child Development Center and Pre-School 

LCMC 
Rev. Dr. George R. Qualley, D.R.S., Ph.D.,  Pastor 

(812) 259-2530 
 

Andy Simon, Organist 
Rachel St.Clair, Office Administrator       

401 West Seventh Street 
Taylor, Texas  76574   

Email: stpauloffice@austin.twcbc.com      
Office Phone:  (512) 352-2327 FAX: (512) 365-1509 

          
Faithlife Giving Website: www.stpaultaylor.com 

 
 

 
         

 
Follow us at Facebook.com/stpaultaylor  

SUNDAY RADIO BROADCAST 
KRXT 98.5 FM at 12:15pm 
Worship Service 10:00am 

St. Paul Church does take pictures and videos which will be posted on their  
Social Media and Web Page. 

 TWCWiFi - no password need 
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We welcome all who worship this Lord’s Day!  We are glad you are worshiping with us this 
morning.  As we can be helpful to you, we look forward to doing so.  If you would like the  
pastor to contact you, please mark that on the Record of Fellowship or call the church office.   
 

We ask that the Record of Fellowship be filled out  (members and visitors) so that we will have 
a record of your attendance.  Thank you! 
 

 

We Remember in Prayer 
(Please call the church office to remove anyone from the prayer lists.) 

 

Our Members: 
Wayne Kelm, Donna Vanecek, Shirley Evans,  Kenneth George, Lorene Prinz, 
Lois Lenz, Grace Bulgerin, Clifton Filter, Larry Safarik, Margaret Miller,  
Pr. Michael Domenech, Mark Lindell,  
Our Shut Ins: Norman Fuessel, Geraldine Steger, Joanne Rummel, Pastor Walter 
Miller, Lomis Weber, James Spinn, Edward Lantzsch, Greg Buetikofer, Harvey 
Cuzzort, Katy Wilson, Lisa Cox, Dorothy Grimm, Geraldine Cox, Rosalie 
Minzenmayer, Carolyn Jacobson, Ella Kuhl.  
 
Our family, friends, and loved ones:  
Calvin Pierce, Tanuya Ellard, Alan Debus, Tommy Harrison, Rhonda Aikey, Walter 
Moldenhaurer, Josh Parker, Oaklee Merle Beardsley, Wendy Ivicic-Sakewitz, 
Mackenzie Bowers, Brenda Hernandez, Gayla Lantzsch, Sandra Milburn, Audrey 
Pelzel, Amy Scheffel Lonnie Lopez, Imma Jean Weise, Lance Pitts, Brett Safarik, Fred 
Bittner, Ben McCuk, Rosa Linda Hernandez, David Martinez, Kelley Bachmayer, Terry 
Norman, Joe & Arlene Wold, Jennifer Thomson, Adam Eubank, James Slade, Julius 
Lucas, Betsi Schaefer, Judy Burkland, Sean Quinlan, Marie Williams, Jessica Hall, 
Brandi Oliver, Irene Bucanek, Donald Washington, and Mr. Bentley. 

St. Paul Lutheran Church      
WALK WITH US AS DISCIPLES OF CHRIST! 

Welcome! 
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WELCOME 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
INTRODUCTION 

 

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming nurture our 
growth as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, 
who alone does wondrous things. 
Blessed be God's name forever. 
Amen. 
 
Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. 
Let us confront our sins, 
and confess them to the one who is merciful and just. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
God of new beginnings, 
we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. 
We have strayed from your paths. 
We prepare for war instead of peace. 
We dishonor one another and your creation. 
Purify us with your refining fire 
and set us again on your way of love, 
that we may bear fruit worthy of repentance, 
and welcome your coming among us. 
Amen. 
 
People of God, 
a new thing is growing in our midst, 
a tender branch, 
a living sign. 
By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. 
You have put on + Christ, 
and your sins have been washed away. 
Rejoice in the way of the Lord. 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG       “On Jordan's Banks”    P. 249 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming nurture our 
growth as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

WORD 
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 11:1-10 
Isaiah describes the coming of a future, ideal ruler who will renew David's royal line (the stump 
of Jesse). Gifted by the spirit of God, this ruler will reign with perfect justice. Enmity and danger 
will be restored to harmony and peaceful coexistence. 
 

1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 2The 
spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel 
and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 3His delight shall be in the fear of 
the LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; 4but with 
righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall 
strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
5Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 
6The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion 
and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. 7The cow and the bear shall graze, 
their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 8The nursing child 
shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder's den. 
9They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge 
of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. 10On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal 
to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 
 

The word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 
May the righteous flourish; let there be an abundance of peace. (Ps. 72:7) 
 

1Give the king your justice, O God, 
 and your righteousness to the king's son; 
2that he may rule your people righteously 
 and the poor with justice; 
3that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, 
 and the hills, in righteousness. 
4Let him defend the needy among the people, 
 rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor.    
5May he live as long as the sun and moon endure, 
 from one generation to another. 
6Let him come down like rain upon the mown field, 
 like showers that water the earth. 
7In his time may the righteous flourish; 
 and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. 
18Blessed are you, LORD God, the God of Israel; 
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 you alone do wondrous deeds! 
19And blessed be your glorious name forever, 
 and may all the earth be filled with your glory. Amen. Amen.    
 
SECOND READING: Romans 15:4-13 
God's promise to include Gentiles within the circle of God's blessed people has been fulfilled in 
Jesus Christ. Christians live out their unity by welcoming and encouraging each other just as 
Christ has welcomed them into God's family. 
 

4Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness 
and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. 5May the God of 
steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance 
with Christ Jesus, 6so that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 7Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the 
glory of God. 8For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the 
truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 9and in order 
that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, "Therefore I will confess you 
among the Gentiles, and sing praises to your name"; 10and again he says, "Rejoice, O Gentiles, 
with his people"; 11and again, "Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples praise 
him"; 12and again Isaiah says, "The root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule the 
Gentiles; in him the Gentiles shall hope." 13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in 
believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

The word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
GOSPEL 
The Holy Gospel according to  Matthew 3:1-12 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
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GOSPEL: Matthew 3:1-12 
Just before Jesus begins his public ministry, John the Baptist appears, calling people to mend 
their ways and speaking of a powerful one who is to come. 
 

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 2"Repent, for 
the kingdom of heaven has come near." 3This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke 
when he said, "The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 'Prepare the way of the Lord, 
make his paths straight.'" 4Now John wore clothing of camel's hair with a leather belt around his 
waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea 
were going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, 6and they were baptized by him in 
the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 7But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees 
coming for baptism, he said to them, "You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the 
wrath to come? 8Bear fruit worthy of repentance. 9Do not presume to say to yourselves, 'We 
have Abraham as our ancestor'; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children 
to Abraham. 10Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not 
bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 11I baptize you with water for repentance, but 
one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his 
threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with 
unquenchable fire." 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
Please be seated.  
 
Second Sunday of Advent 
Praise to you, O God, who gives us courage to start again. 
You fasten righteousness around your waist 
and baptize with the Holy Spirit’s fire. 
Bless us as we mirror your mighty fire in these simple flames, 
and teach us to mirror your justice in the paths we prepare. 
We ask that peace abound, 
until none hurt or destroy over all the earth. 
Amen. 
Light the second candle. 

 

     Congregation 
Children’s message  
    
Sermon  Rev. Dr. George R. Qualley 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY   “Prepare the Royal Highway”               P. 264 
 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
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THE NICENE CREED 
 
We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
 he came down from heaven, 
 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
 and became truly human. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 he suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again 
 in accordance with the scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
 and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
As we prepare for the fullness of Christ's presence, let us pray for a world that yearns for new 
hope. 
A brief silence. 
God, you renew the church in every age. We give thanks for hymn writers and theologians 
(especially John of Damascus, whom we commemorate today). Inspire teachers, writers, and 
musicians to delight and instruct your people. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
You give us a vision of creation in harmony, when hurting and destruction will be no more. 
Teach us to be stewards of the earth and companions to its creatures. Restore to balance and 
wholeness what human greed has harmed. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
You defend the cause of all who are poor and oppressed. Raise up leaders who will govern with 
equity and serve the common good. Guide judges, lawmakers, and public officials to protect the 
rights of those who cannot advocate for themselves. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
You deliver those in need from suffering and fear. Come to the aid of any who are exploited or 
abused, especially children, elders, and victims of human trafficking. Provide safety and help to 
our neighbors without shelter, refugees, and those fleeing violence. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
You urge your people to welcome one another as you have welcomed us. Nurture ministries of 
hospitality and care in every congregation. We pray for people who are homebound, 
hospitalized, or separated from loved ones (especially). God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
We pray for all our military, especially those deployed.  We keep in our prayers all the Wounded 
Warriors that have returned home to heal. We pray for our missionaries; Zachary serving with 
the World Mission Prayer League and for our sister congregation at American Lutheran Church 
in Long Prairie, Minnesota and New Hope Lutheran Church in McDade, Texas. Bless and 
protect all our local nurses, doctors, healthcare workers and first responders, our students, 
teachers and school administrators. 
You embrace all who have died trusting in your promises, and we give thanks for their faithful 
witness. Sustain us in hope until we are united with them in the joy of your eternal presence. 
God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our prayers and join 
them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus' name we pray. 
Amen. 

 
PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you.   
Please be seated. 

Amen 
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THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

COMMUNION 
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Prayer After Communion 
SENDING 

 

BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and † give you peace. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG      “All Earth is Hopeful”              P. 266 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is near. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2019 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Scripture quotations (except psalms) from the 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the 
USA. All rights reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license # SB119786  Used by permission, CCLI License 
#11135365 

Council Ushers:  Christine Rohlack, Rhonda Ochoa, Loren Dittmeyer 
 Reader:  Christine Rohlack 
 Acolytes: Sunny Paulsen & Jacob Gregory  
 Flowers:           Bob & Marilyn Grimm  

Serving Today  

Council Ushers:  Susan Basco, Steve Morgan 
 Reader:  Sunday School Program 
 Acolyte: Sunday School Program 
 Flowers: 
 

Serving December 11, 2022 

Altar flowers are given to the glory of God and in honor of 
Dorothy Grimm’s 94th birthday today and in honor of Lori 
Wilson’s birthday (also today) by Bob and Marilyn Grimm 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE WEEK 
 
 

 

MONDAY         Dec 5  
 6:00 - Scouts  
WEDNESDAY         Dec 7 
 9:30 - Folding Bulletins 
 1:30 - Prayer Time 
 2:00 - Pastor’s Bible Study   -   St. Paul House  

NEXT SUNDAY         Dec 11 
 10:00 - Advent Worship - Sanctuary 
 11:00 - Christmas Brunch. Sunday School and Confirmation - Fellowship Hall 
 12:15 - Radio Broadcast – KRXT 98.5 FM   
  5:00 - Youth Group visit to Living Nativity  
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Main Street Bethlehem 
December 4th, 6:00 – 9:00 pm 
Visit Bethlehem . . . in Burnet Texas . . . as the ancient city of Christ’s birth comes alive again. 

Feel the anticipation of Joseph and Mary approaching the gates, urgency quickening their steps. 

Pick your way through transients, peddlers, the crippled, and aged in the town’s fringe. Experi-

ence the presence of animals as they affect all aspects of life in that time . . camels, donkeys, 

sheep, goats, chickens, and doves. 

Explore the narrow streets to faint strains of ancient music and savor the smells of fresh goat 

butter, campfires, and hot bread. Then immerse yourself in the din of the marketplace; the revel-

ers in the tavern, shouted insults to and from the Roman oppressors, merchants, craftspeople, 

taxpayers, and beggars all seeking money, or position, or revenge. 

Search for the inn, only to find it full (as others did long ago). Then follow the trail to the cave 

where a road-weary couple has moved in with the animals, their place in God’s plan and secu-

lar history to be made secure on this night. For the child in their arms was the incarnation of 

God Himself, come to the world that all who would place their faith in Him might enjoy eternal 

fellowship in His presence. 

Admission is free. Donations accepted. 

We will be leaving the St. Paul House parking lot at 4:00 PM.    Bunch for Lunch at 12:15 PM at 

the Lucky Duck. 

 

Pastor George 

http://www.fbcburnet.org/ministries/main-street-bethlehem/
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CHRISTMAS POTLUCK  

FELLOWSHIP LUNCHEON 

Our Christmas Potluck Luncheon will be December 11, 2022, In the Fellowship Hall following 

the Worship Service. (Sunday School Christmas Program) 

Ham and drinks will be provided. Members should bring a side dish and/or dessert to 

share. 

(Food will be received in the Fellowship Hall prior to the worship service and immediately before the meal.)  

New members who joined, were baptized, or  

confirmed in 2022 will be our honored guests. 

COME ONE – 

COME ALL! 

Enjoy good food  
and fellowship. 

                ANNOUNCEMENTS 

THIS CHRISTMAS SEASON, SEARCH YOUR HEART TO DONATE FOR FAMILIES THAT NEED A LITTLE 
EXTRA HELP TO MAKE A NICE CHRISTMAS FOR THEIR KIDS AT OUR CDC!  MONETARY DONATIONS 

ARE PREFERRED SO AN EQUAL AMOUNT OF ITEMS CAN BE PURCHASED FOR ALL OF THESE 
CHILDREN BY RITA.  THERE IS A BLUE LOCK BOX IN THE NARTHEX FOR THESE DONATIONS.  YOU 

MAY DONATE UNTIL DECEMBER 16TH & ANY DONATION IS GREATLY APPRECIATED. 

“GALATIANS 6:10 – THEREFORE, AS WE HAVE OPPORTUNITY, LET US DO GOOD TO ALL PEOPLE, 
ESPECIALLY TO THOSE WHO BELONG TO THE FAMILY OF BELIEVERS.” 
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Name:_________________________________________________ 

 

Phone:_________________________________________________ 

    My Christmas Poinsettia is given in memory of: 

 

 

                        AND/OR 

                                     My Christmas Poinsettia is given in honor of: 

 

   AND/OR 

                   My Christmas Poinsettia is given in thankfulness to God. 

       (Only the person(s)’ name who is giving the plant will be listed.) 

                     Number of poinsettias ordered: 

  
 X $12.00 
                                      

  Total Enclosed 

 

You may put this form in the offering plate, give to an usher, 

 leave it at the church office or mail to  St. Paul Lutheran Church, 401 W 7th St. Taylor TX 76574  

 

 

I would like give ______ (number) Christmas 

Poinsettia plant(s) to decorate the church for the 

Christmas Worship Service. The plants are 

$12.00 each, and order form must be received 

by: 

                     Monday, December 19.  


