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THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 
Walk With Us As Disciples of Christ! 

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church  
Child Development Center and Pre-School 
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Rev. Dr. George R. Qualley, D.R.S., Ph.D., Pastor 

(812) 259-2530 
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 Faithlife Giving  Website: www.stpaultaylor.com 
 

 
 

  
 

Follow us at Facebook.com/stpaultaylor  

SUNDAY RADIO BROADCAST KRXT 98.5 FM at 12:15pm 

WORSHIP SERVICE 10:00am 
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St. Paul Lutheran Church      
WALK WITH US AS DISCIPLES OF CHRIST! 

Welcome! 

We welcome all who worship this Lord’s Day!  We are glad you are worshiping with us this 
morning.  As we can be helpful to you, we look forward to doing so.  If you would like the 
pastor to contact you, please mark that on the Record of Fellowship or call the church office.   
 

We ask that the Record of Fellowship be filled out  (members and visitors) so that we will have 
a record of your attendance.  Thank you! 
 

 

We Remember in Prayer 
(Please call the church office to remove anyone from the prayer lists.) 

 
We Remember in Prayer 
Our Members: 
Wayne Kelm, Donna Vanecek, Shirley Evans,  Kenneth George, Lorene 
Prinz, Lois Lenz, Grace Bulgerin, Clifton Filter, Larry Safarik, Margaret 
Miller, Pr. Michael Domenech,  
Our Shut Ins: Norman Fuessel, Geraldine Steger, Joanne Rummel, Pastor 
Walter Miller, Lomis Weber, James Spinn, Edward Lantzsch, Greg 
Buetikofer, Harvey Cuzzort, Katy Wilson, Lisa Cox, Dorothy Grimm, 
Geraldine Cox, Rosalie Minzenmayer, Carolyn Jacobson, Ella Kuhl.  
 
Our family, friends, and loved ones:  
Naomi Ochoa, Calvin Pierce, Tanuya Ellard, Alan Debus, Tommy Harrison, 
Rhonda Aikey, Walter Moldenhaurer, Josh Parker, Oaklee Merle Beardsley, 
Wendy Ivicic-Sakewitz, Mackenzie Bowers, Brenda Hernandez, Gayla 
Lantzsch, Sandra Milburn, Audrey Pelzel, Amy Scheffel Lonnie Lopez, Imma 
Jean Weise, Lance Pitts, Brett Safarik, Fred Bittner, Ben McCuk, David 
Martinez, Kelley Bachmayer, Terry Norman, Joe & Arlene Wold, Jennifer 
Thomson, Adam Eubank, James Slade, Julius Lucas, Betsi Schaefer, Judy 
Burkland, Sean Quinlan, Marie Williams, Jessica Hall, Brandi Oliver, Irene 
Bucanek, Donald Washington, and Raul Bentley. 
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WELCOME 
 

PLEASE REMAIN SEATED FOR  THE ENTIRE PROGAM 
 

The Symbols of Christmas 
 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH PRAYER -Third Sunday of Advent 
 

Praise to you, O God, who holds our joy and sorrow. 
You bring water to parched ground and life out of death. 
Bless us as this light grows, 
and send sorrow and sighing to flee away. 
Give us strength and patience, 
trusting that you are true to your promises. 
Transform the lives of all who suffer 
with your wonders near at hand. 
Amen. 
Light the third candle. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
As we prepare for the fullness of Christ's presence, let us pray for a world that yearns for new 
hope. 
A brief silence. 
Gracious God, we rejoice in the gifts of your Spirit. Equip the global church to magnify your love 
and peace in every land. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Healing God, we rejoice in your compassion. Comfort any in distress because of worry, illness, 
or loss (especially). Strengthen and protect health care workers, rescue teams, crisis 
counselors, and all who risk themselves to keep others safe. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Abiding God, we rejoice in your company. Give us calm and patient hearts as we gather with 
family and friends. Keep us mindful of those for whom this season is not happy. Console the 
grieving and surround them with loving support. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
We pray for all our military, especially those deployed.  We keep in our prayers all the Wounded 
Warriors that have returned home to heal. We pray for our missionaries; Luke and Ruth in the 
Philippines, serving with the World Mission Prayer League, and for our sister congregation at 
American Lutheran Church in Winifred, Montana and Martin Luther Lutheran Church in 
Giddings, Texas. Bless and protect all our local nurses, doctors, healthcare workers, first 
responders, our students, teachers and school administrators. 
Faithful God, we rejoice with Mary, Mother of our Lord, and with all the saints, that your mercy 
endures for all generations. Look with favor on those who have died and lead us to joyfully sing 
of your everlasting promises. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our prayers and join 
them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus' name we pray. 
Amen. 
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The Symbols of Christmas 
 

Mom (Elizabeth Morgan): OK Kids! Are you ready to get the house ready for Christmas?  
 
Sandy (Amelia Cotterill): I love getting ready for Christmas! 
It makes me get in the mood for Christmas. 
 
Sammy (Nicholas Jones): Yeah, I guess. 
 
Stanley (Conley Paulsen): This stuff just fills up the house and gets in my way. 

(Elizabeth Morgan)

 
Sammy (Nicholas Jones):  What do you mean, Mom?  
 
Mom (Elizabeth Morgan): Why do we celebrate Christmas?  
 
Sandy (Amelia Cotterill): It’s Jesus’ birthday! It’s when we remember that Jesus came into this 
world as a baby.  
 
Mom (Elizabeth Morgan): That’s right. 
 
Sammy (Nicholas Jones):  Why do we have to decorate then? 
 
Stanley (Conley Paulsen): Yeah, why do we have to fill up our house with all this stuff? 
 

(Elizabeth Morgan)

 
Reader 1 (Payton Burrow): An evergreen tree has a very appropriate name. It is ever green – 
always green. It does not become dormant in the winter as other trees do. The color green 
represents new life and the needles of the evergreen always point up – heavenward. It 
symbolizes our everlasting life with Jesus Christ. We should be as the evergreen tree – always 
full of life, never becoming dormant in our life with Christ as our arms are lifted heavenward. 
“The bread of God is the One who comes down from heaven. He gives life to the world.” John 
6:33 
 
The congregation will now sing the 1st verse of “From Heaven Above” on page 268   
 
Sandy (Amelia Cotterill): I didn’t realize.  
 
Sammy (Nicholas Jones): 

Stanley (Conley Paulsen):  
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Mom (Elizabeth Morgan): Oh, there’s so much more. How about we talk about the lights and 
candles. 
 
Reader 2 (Hayden Wenzel): Lights and candles are used to give light. When a room is full of 
darkness, it is dark. But, if you light a single match in a dark room, the room is light. There may 
be more darkness, but the light overpowers it. We are that light. We can be the single light in a 
world of darkness. We must share our light with the world so that the light increases. “You are 
the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and put it 
under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house.” Matthew 5:14-15 
 
The congregation will now sing the 1st verse of “O Little Town of Bethlehem” on page 279 
 
Sandy (Amelia Cotterill): I love the lights! They’re so pretty!  Let’s put more lights on.  
 
Sammy (Nicholas Jones):  I never knew. 
 
Stanley (Conley Paulsen): I guess I never looked at it that we are the lights for God. 
 
Mom (Elizabeth Morgan): How about the ornaments? 
 
Reader 3 (Ben Gregory): Ornaments are used to decorate Christmas trees each and every year. 
People look for the perfect ones to fit on their tree. Our Christmas tree just would not seem 
complete without our ornaments. Ornaments can symbolize the blessings in our lives. Our lives 
just wouldn’t be complete without God’s blessings. Everything that we have is due to God 
loving us so much that He wants to shower us with His blessings. Just as ornaments are all 
different shapes and sizes, blessings are all different as well. God picks and chooses each 
blessing for us so that it will be just right. The next time you decorate your tree, and as you put 
up each ornament, think of a blessing that God has given you. I think you’ll find that you’ll run 
out of ornaments before you can run out of blessings! “Every man shall give as he is able, 
according to the blessing of the LORD your God that He has given you.” Deuteronomy 16:17 
 
The congregation will now sing “Joy to the World” on page 267 
 
Sandy (Amelia Cotterill): Blessings!  We have so many blessings like our home and our family. 
 
Sammy (Nicholas Jones): 

Stanley (Conley Paulsen):
 
Mom (Elizabeth Morgan): Exactly. Let’s put these bells on the tree next. 
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Are you going to listen? “If a man has a hundred sheep, and one of them has gone astray, does he 
not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go in search of the one that went astray?” Matthew 
18:12  
“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.” John 10:11 
 
The congregation will now sing the 1st and 2nd verses of “Go Tell It on the Mountain” on 
page 290 
 
Sandy (Amelia Cotterill): Jesus is our 
shepherd.  
 
Sammy (Nicholas Jones): We are His sheep. 
 
Stanley (Conley Paulsen): He would go looking for me. 
 
Mom (Elizabeth Morgan): Who likes candy canes? 
 
All Children: ME! 
 
Mom (Elizabeth Morgan): Let’s put these on next. 
 
Reader 5 (Sunny Paulsen): The Candy Cane symbolizes multiple things. If you hold it 
upright…it looks like a shepherd’s crook. The shepherds were some of the few people who were 
able to see the baby Jesus in Bethlehem. If you turn the candy cane upside down…it looks like a 
“J”. Jesus starts with the letter “J”. The colors of the candy cane are also symbolic. The red 
represents the blood that Jesus shed for us on the cross and the white represents the purity of 
Jesus. There are candy canes with three small red stripes running around it. These stripes 
symbolize the Trinity – God the Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit. Who knew that this delicious 
simple candy was so profoundly symbolic of our Lord Jesus Christ and His simple birth? “And 
she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name JESUS, for He will save His people from 
their sins.” Matthew 1:21 
 
The congregation will now sing “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” on page 276 
 
Sandy (Amelia Cotterill): Those are delicious!  

 
Sammy (Nicholas Jones):  There seems to be a reason why we do everything that we do.  
 
Stanley (Conley Paulsen): I can see now how this “stuff” has meaning. 
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Mom (Elizabeth Morgan): I’m so glad that you are changing your mind about some of these 
things. I have some stars to put on the tree next. 
 

Jacob Gregory)

The congregation will now sing “Away in a Manger” on page 277 
 
Sandy (Amelia Cotterill):

 
Sammy (Nicholas Jones):  I’m glad that we have the Bible now to help lead us.  
 
Stanley (Conley Paulsen): Yes, God’s Word leads us to Jesus. 

(Elizabeth Morgan)
 

 
Reader 7 (Ben Gregory): Imagine…you are a lowly shepherd, watching over your sheep. This 
night seems no different than any other. Then all of a sudden, an angel of the Lord is in the sky 
above you… telling you of the Savior’s birth. You, a shepherd? Why did God send an angel to tell 
shepherds? Because the message that God had about the birth of Jesus was for all people! Not 
just for the right, not just for the Jew…EVERYONE! God chose His #1 messenger to tell the 
lowest of people (in the world’s eyes) of His Son’s birth! God looks at the heart – not what the 
world looks at – thank goodness! “And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of 
the Lord shone ‘round about them: and they were so afraid. And the angel said unto them, Fear 
not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is 
born this day in the city of David, a Savior, which is Christ the Lord.” Luke 2:9-11 
 
The congregation will now sing “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” on page 270 
 
Sandy (Amelia Cotterill): Our tree looks beautiful! I wouldn’t change anything.  The angel was 
like a messenger of God.  
 
Sammy (Nicholas Jones):  The angel told the Good News of Jesus’ birth. 
 
Stanley (Conley Paulsen): Wow! I didn’t know. But what about all the other “stuff” that we put 
around the house.  
 



8 

Mom (Elizabeth Morgan): Well, Stanley. Let’s talk about this holly that we’re going to put on 
the table. 
 
Reader 8 (Hayden Wenzel): We see holly as decorations during the Christmas season. But do 
we really understand what holly stands for? The leaves represent the crown of thorns that were 
placed upon Jesus’ head as He was being crucified. The berries symbolize the blood that He 
shed for us. He endured criticism, excruciating pain, and embarrassment…all for you and I. The 
next time you see a decoration with holly on it, remember what was done for you so that He 
could spend eternity with you. I know that I will. “And twisting together a crown of thorns, they 
put it on His head and put a reed in His right hand. And kneeling before Him, they mocked Him, 
saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” Matthew 27:29 
 
The congregation will now sing the 1st and 2nd verses of “What Child Is This” on page 296 
 
Sandy (Amelia Cotterill):

 
Sammy (Nicholas Jones):  
 
Stanley (Conley Paulsen):

(Elizabeth Morgan)
 

 (Payton Burrow): The

 
 
The congregation will now sing the 1st verse of “Silent Night, Holy Night” on page 281 
 
Sandy (Amelia Cotterill): I just love how it looks on our door.  I

Sammy (Nicholas Jones):  I didn’t realize that it had a meaning. 
 
Stanley (Conley Paulsen): That’s a great reminder that even though we change and grow, He’ll 
always be right there. Now what about the presents? Those can’t have a meaning. 
 
Mom (Elizabeth Morgan): Well, you will be surprised then. 
 
Reader 10 (Sunny Paulsen): These days, the world has forgotten the reason for Christmas. Most 
people seem to think that getting presents is the greatest thing about Christmas. Other people 
seem to think that presents have nothing to do with Christmas. Well, they are both wrong. The 
wise men came to visit Jesus as a young child and gave Him presents. They gave Him gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh. They offered Him gold, as a king, paying Him tribute; frankincense, as 
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God, for they honored God with the smoke of incense; and myrrh, as a man that should die, for 
myrrh was used in embalming dead bodies. These men…these wise men…saw this child and 
knew that He is a king, is God, and that He would die for the sins of the world. How can anyone, 
with the knowledge that we have now, not believe? “The Wise Men went to the house. There 
they saw the child with His mother Mary. They bowed down and worshipped Him. Then they 
opened their treasures. They gave Him gold, incense, and myrrh.” Matthew 2:11 
 
The congregation will now sing “We Three Kings”  
 
 
 

WE THREE KINGS 
We three kings of Orient are; 
Bearing gifts we traverse afar, 

Field and fountain, moor and mountain, 
Following yonder star. 

Refrain 
O star of wonder, star of light, 
Star with royal beauty bright, 

Westward leading, still proceeding, 
Guide us to thy perfect light. 

 
Born a King on Bethlehem's plain 
Gold I bring to crown Him again, 

King forever, ceasing never, 
Over us all to reign. 

Refrain 
Frankincense to offer have I; 

Incense owns a Deity nigh; 
Prayer and praising, voices raising, 

Worshipping God on high. 
Refrain 

Myrrh is mine, its bitter perfume 
Breathes a life of gathering gloom; 

Sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, 
Sealed in the stone cold tomb. 

Refrain 
Glorious now behold Him arise; 

King and God and sacrifice; 
Alleluia, Alleluia, 

Sounds through the earth and skies. 
Refrain 
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Sandy (Amelia Cotterill): I love to get presents! But

Sammy (Nicholas Jones):  

Stanley (Conley Paulsen): 
 

 
Mom (Elizabeth Morgan): Yes, and no. The bows and ribbons do have a special meaning that 
would be good for us to remember. 
 

11 (Jacob Gregory): 

 
What they don’t realize is that the items that they use to complete the outside of the gift have 
more meaning than the actual gift inside. The bow ties our present with a beautiful ribbon, just 
as Jesus ties us as Christians together in His love. We may not be in the same family, but we are 
all in the family of God. Jesus is the ribbon that binds us together. “And above all this put-on 
love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony.” Colossians 3:14 
 
The congregation will now sing the 1st verse “O Come, All Ye Faithful” on page 283 
 
Sandy (Amelia Cotterill): I just thought the wrappings were to hide the present inside.  I never 
thought about them having their own meaning. There’s really a lot to think about. 
 
Sammy (Nicholas Jones):  
 
Stanley (Conley Paulsen):  
 
Mom (Elizabeth Morgan): People do get a little crazy with the “stuff” of Christmas. The parties, 
the gift-giving, the “busy-ness” of the Christmas season. What we need to do is slow down and 
enjoy every moment by remembering the true meaning of Christmas. Who wants a cookie? 
 
Stanley (Conley Paulsen): I know there’s not a meaning in the cookie.  
 
Mom (Elizabeth Morgan): Oh, you’d be surprised. 
 
Reader 12 (Nolan Schiller): Making cookies is a favorite pastime for most families during the 
Christmas season. Cookie cutters are used to turn ordinary dough into edible masterpieces. God 
doesn’t use cookie cutters when He creates each one of us. He makes every one of us so special 
and unique that He would have to break the mold after just one use. He is the potter, and we are 
His clay. He wants to mold us into His masterpieces. We only need to be moldable and willing 
to follow His lead. “Behold, like the clay in the potter’s hand, so are you in my hand, O house of 
Israel.” Jeremiah 18:6 
 

The congregation will now sing “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” on page 288 
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              Ushers:     Kathy Paulsen, Carmen McCleery, Debbie Matthys 
              Reader:    Debbie Matthys 
           Acolytes:    Hayden Wenzel & Ben Gregory 
 Flowers:    Open 

Council Ushers:  Susan Basco, Steve Morgan 
 Reader:  Sunday School Program 
 Acolyte: Sunday School Program 
 Flowers:  

Serving December 18, 2022 

Serving Today  

St. Paul Lutheran Church   
Core Values 

1. We Put God First 
2. God Forgives – We Forgive 
3. Everyone is Welcome 
4. We Care About God’s Children 
5. Everyone is Gifted to Serve God and Others 
6. We Value Christian Education 

 

Mission:  Christian education and service to the community. 
 

Vision: Living the GOOD NEWS of God’s love in Jesus Christ by praising 
Him, teaching His word and serving others. 
 

Motto:  Walk with us as disciples of Christ. 

 

Hey Youth! 
 

Lets meet at The Powerhouse on Sunday, Dec. 11 at 5:15 pm. 
From there we will carpool over to Immanuel Lutheran (Taylor- 
The Church on the Hill). We will attend the Live nativity there at 
the Church, then return to our Fellowship Hall for cookies and 
hot chocolate. 
 

We hope to see you this Sunday evening! 
Steven & Elizabeth     (512) 925-3875 
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CHRISTMAS POTLUCK  

FELLOWSHIP LUNCHEON 

Our Christmas Potluck Luncheon is TODAY, In the Fellowship Hall following the Worship 

Service. (Sunday School Christmas Program) 

New members who joined, were baptized, or  

confirmed in 2022 will be our honored guests. 

COME ONE – COME 

ALL! 

Enjoy good food  

and fellowship. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIS CHRISTMAS SEASON, SEARCH YOUR HEART TO DONATE FOR FAMILIES THAT NEED A LITTLE 

EXTRA HELP TO MAKE A NICE CHRISTMAS FOR THEIR KIDS AT OUR CDC!  MONETARY DONATIONS ARE 

PREFERRED SO AN EQUAL AMOUNT OF ITEMS CAN BE PURCHASED FOR ALL OF THESE CHILDREN BY 

RITA.  THERE IS A BLUE LOCK BOX IN THE NARTHEX FOR THESE DONATIONS.  YOU MAY DONATE 

UNTIL DECEMBER 16TH & ANY DONATION IS GREATLY APPRECIATED. 

“GALATIANS 6:10 – THEREFORE, AS WE HAVE OPPORTUNITY, LET US DO GOOD TO ALL PEOPLE, 

ESPECIALLY TO THOSE WHO BELONG TO THE FAMILY OF BELIEVERS.” 

 There is a NEW Flower Chart for 2023 hanging 
in the Narthex. Please stop by and sign up to 
bring flowers one Sunday. 
Thanks,  Rachel St.Clair  


