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December 18, 2022 
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Walk With Us As Disciples of Christ! 

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church  
Child Development Center and Pre-School 

LCMC 
Rev. Dr. George R. Qualley, D.R.S., Ph.D.,  Pastor 

(812) 259-2530 
 

Andy Simon, Organist 
Rachel St.Clair, Office Administrator       

401 West Seventh Street 
Taylor, Texas  76574   

Email: stpauloffice@austin.twcbc.com      
Office Phone:  (512) 352-2327 FAX: (512) 365-1509 

          
Faithlife Giving Website: www.stpaultaylor.com 

 
 

 
         

 
Follow us at Facebook.com/stpaultaylor  

SUNDAY RADIO BROADCAST KRXT 98.5 FM at 12:15pm 
Worship Service 10:00am 

St. Paul Church does take pictures and videos which will be posted on their  
Social Media and Web Page. 

 TWCWiFi - no password need 
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We welcome all who worship this Lord’s Day!  We are glad you are worshiping with us this 
morning.  As we can be helpful to you, we look forward to doing so.  If you would like the  
pastor to contact you, please mark that on the Record of Fellowship or call the church office.   
 

We ask that the Record of Fellowship be filled out  (members and visitors) so that we will have 
a record of your attendance.  Thank you! 
 

 

We Remember in Prayer 
(Please call the church office to remove anyone from the prayer lists.) 

 

Our Members: 
Wayne Kelm, Donna Vanecek, Shirley Evans,  Kenneth George, Lorene Prinz, 
Lois Lenz, Grace Bulgerin, Clifton Filter, Larry Safarik, Margaret Miller, Pr. 
Michael Domenech,  
Our Shut Ins: Norman Fuessel, Geraldine Steger, Joanne Rummel, Pastor Walter 
Miller, Lomis Weber, James Spinn, Edward Lantzsch, Katy Wilson, Lisa Cox, 
Dorothy Grimm, Geraldine Cox, Rosalie Minzenmayer, Carolyn Jacobson, Ella 
Kuhl.  
 
Our family, friends, and loved ones:  
Naomi Ochoa, Calvin Pierce, Tanuya Ellard, Alan Debus, Tommy Harrison, Rhonda 
Aikey, Walter Moldenhaurer, Josh Parker, Oaklee Merle Beardsley, Wendy Ivicic-
Sakewitz, Mackenzie Bowers, Brenda Hernandez, Gayla Lantzsch, Sandra Milburn, 
Audrey Pelzel, Amy Scheffel Lonnie Lopez, Imma Jean Weise, Lance Pitts, Brett 
Safarik, Fred Bittner, Ben McCuk, David Martinez, Kelley Bachmayer, Terry Norman, 
Joe & Arlene Wold, Jennifer Thomson, Adam Eubank, James Slade, Julius Lucas, 
Betsi Schaefer, Judy Burkland, Sean Quinlan, Marie Williams, Jessica Hall, Brandi 
Oliver, Irene Bucanek, Donald Washington, and Raul Bentley. 

St. Paul Lutheran Church      
WALK WITH US AS DISCIPLES OF CHRIST! 

Welcome! 
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WELCOME 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
INTRODUCTION 

 

Today Isaiah prophesies that a young woman will bear a son and name him Emmanuel. The 
gospel is Matthew's account of the annunciation and birth of the one named Emmanuel, God-
with-us. During these final days of Advent we pray, "O come, O come, Emmanuel," a beloved 
hymn based on the O Antiphons, ancient prayers appointed for the seven days preceding 
Christmas. On this final Sunday of Advent we prepare to celebrate the birth of the one born to 
save us from the power of sin and death. 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, 
who alone does wondrous things. 
Blessed be God's name forever. 
Amen. 
 

Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. 
Let us confront our sins, 
and confess them to the one who is merciful and just. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

God of new beginnings, 
we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. 
We have strayed from your paths. 
We prepare for war instead of peace. 
We dishonor one another and your creation. 
Purify us with your refining fire 
and set us again on your way of love, 
that we may bear fruit worthy of repentance, 
and welcome your coming among us. 
Amen. 
 

People of God, 
a new thing is growing in our midst, 
a tender branch, 
a living sign. 
By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. 
You have put on + Christ, 
and your sins have been washed away. 
Rejoice in the way of the Lord. 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG       “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus ”  P. 254 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us from 
the sin that hinders our faith, that eagerly we may receive your promises, for you live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

WORD 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 7:10-16 
An Israelite and Aramean military coalition presented a serious threat to King Ahaz of Judah. In 
response, Ahaz decided to secure his throne and kingdom by seeking Assyrian help. Isaiah re-
minds Ahaz that human attempts to establish security will fail. The prophet gives the sign that is 
the only source of true safety: Immanuel, God is with us! 
 

10The LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol 
or high as heaven. 12But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test. 13Then 
Isaiah said: "Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary 
my God also? 14Therefore the LORD himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is 
with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. 15He shall eat curds and honey 
by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 16For before the child knows 
how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread 
will be deserted." 
 

The word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 
Let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. (Ps. 80:7) 
 

1Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; 
 shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 
2In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, 
 stir up your strength and come to help us. 
3Restore us, O God; 
 let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 
4O LORD God of hosts, 
 how long will your anger fume when your people pray?   
5You have fed them with the bread of tears; 
 you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 
6You have made us the derision of our neighbors, 
 and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 
7Restore us, O God of hosts; 
 let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 
17Let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, 
 the one you have made so strong for yourself. 
18And so will we never turn away from you; 
 give us life, that we may call upon your name. 
19Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; 
 let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.    
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SECOND READING: Romans 1:1-7 
Most of the Christians in Rome do not know Paul. In this letter's opening he introduces himself 
as an apostle divinely appointed to spread God's gospel. The gospel's content is the promised 
coming of Christ, and Paul's mission is to bring about the obedience of faith among all nations, 
including his Roman audience. 
 

1Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 2which 
he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures, 3the gospel concerning his 
Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh 4and was declared to be Son of God 
with power according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our 
Lord, 5through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of 
faith among all the Gentiles for the sake of his name, 6including yourselves who are called to 
belong to Jesus Christ, 7To all God's beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: Grace to you 
and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

The word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand as you are able. 

 
 
 
 
GOSPEL 
The Holy Gospel according to  Matthew 1:18-25  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
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GOSPEL: Matthew 1:18-25 
Matthew's story of Jesus' birth focuses on the role of Joseph, who adopts the divinely-begotten 
child into the family of David and obediently gives him the name Jesus, which means "God 
saves." 
 

18Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been 
engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy 
Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public 
disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of 
the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take 
Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, 
and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins." 22All this took place 
to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 23"Look, the virgin shall 
conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel," which means, "God is with us." 
24When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her 
as his wife, 25but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him 
Jesus. 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated.  
 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Use this blessing when lighting all four candles. 
Praise to you, O God, who lives with us, 
sharing our flesh and bones. 
As Mary waited and Joseph dreamed, 
so we wait and dream for you. 
Bless us and let your face shine upon us, 
more radiant than these candles, 
and more dear than all else we seek. 
Restore us when we fail to refuse the evil and choose the good, 
and banish all our fears. 
We pray in the name of Emmanuel, 
your promised child and our Savior. 
Amen. 
Light the fourth candle. 
 

   Congregation 
Children’s message  
 
Sermon  Rev. Dr. George R. Qualley 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY   "O Come , O Come”    vss. 1-4        P.257 
 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
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CREED 

Apostles' Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
As we prepare for the fullness of Christ's presence, let us pray for a world that yearns for new 
hope. 
A brief silence. 
God our shepherd, let your Spirit move with power throughout the church. Give discernment and 
wisdom to our bishops, pastors, deacons, and lay leaders. Take away our fear, so that we serve 
and love, confident that you are guiding us. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God our source, awaken us to the beauty of the earth and the marvelous variety of life. Unite 
humankind in repairing and caring for your creation. Protect creatures and habitats in peril due 
to rising seas and warming temperatures. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God our vision, raise up leaders in every nation who dream of freedom and justice for all people. 
We pray for the work of international organizations that promote peace and human rights, 
especially Amnesty International (others may be named). God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God our helper, come to the aid of all who cry out to you. Shelter migrants, refugees, and those 
fleeing war and famine. Bring relief to individuals and families experiencing hunger, 
homelessness, or impoverishment. Comfort any who are isolated or lonely. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God our Emmanuel, you are with us in our life together. We give you thanks for gathering us in 
worship and fellowship, and we remember those who cannot be present. Watch over those who 
travel. Heal the sick and speed their recovery (especially). God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
We pray for all our military, especially those deployed.  We keep in our prayers all the Wounded 
Warriors that have returned home to heal. We pray for our missionaries; Luke for Sea Gypsy 
community members from the Philippines serving with the World Mission Prayer League and for 
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our sister congregation at St. John Lutheran Church in Dime Box, Texas and Anchor Lutheran 
Church in Phoenix, Arizona. Bless and protect all our local nurses, doctors, healthcare workers 
and first responders, our students, teachers and school administrators. 
God our hope, you bring life out of death, and you promise to be our God forever. Shine upon 
the faithful who now rest in the fulfillment of your promise and bring us also into your blessed 
reign of peace. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our prayers and join 
them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus' name we pray. 
Amen. 

 
PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you.   
Please be seated -  Use the wave. 

Amen 
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THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
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COMMUNION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Prayer After Communion 

SENDING 
 

BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and † give you peace. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG     “He came down”    P.253 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is near. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2019 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Scripture quotations (except psalms) from 
the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ 

in the USA. All rights reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license # SB119786  Used by permission, CCLI Li-
cense #11135365 
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE WEEK 
 
MONDAY         Dec 19  
           10:45  Meals on Wheels 
 6:00 - Scout Den meeting 
 6:15 - CDC Continuing Education FH 
TUESDAY  - Newsletter Articles Due    Dec 20 
WEDNESDAY                     Dec21 
 9:30 - Folding Bulletins 
 2:00 - NO Pastor’s Bible Study   -   St. Paul House  
FRIDAY - ST.PAUL OFFICE CLOSED    Dec23 
SATURDAY  -        Dec 24 
 5:45 - Christmas Eve Carol Sing 
 6:00 - Christmas Eve Candlelight Service with Communion 
NEXT SUNDAY         Dec 25 
 10:00 - Christmas Day Family Worship 
 11:00 - Christmas Brunch. Sunday School and Confirmation - FH 
 12:15 - Radio Broadcast – KRXT 98.5 FM   
  

Council Ushers:  Kathy Paulsen, Carmen McCleery, Debbie Matthys 
 Reader:  Kathy Paulsen 
 Acolytes: Hayden Wenzel & Ben Gregory 
 Flowers: 

Serving Today  

Council Ushers:  Kathy Paulsen, Carmen McCleery, Debbie Matthys 
 Reader:  George Matthys 
 Acolyte: Anyone-Christmas  
 Flowers: Decorating Committee 

Serving  December 24, 2022 

Church office will be closed  
Friday, December 23rd  

Monday, December 26th 
& Monday, January 2nd 


