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January 29, 2023 
FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY—LECTIONARY 4 

 
Walk With Us As Disciples of Christ! 

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church  
Child Development Center and Pre-School 

LCMC 
Rev. Dr. George R. Qualley, D.R.S., Ph.D.,  Pastor 

(812) 259-2530 
Pastor’s NEW Email address: pastor@stpaultaylor.com 

Glynda Vanecek, Organist 
 Rachel St.Clair, Office Administrator     

401 West Seventh Street 
 Taylor, Texas  76574 

Rachel’s NEW Email: office@stpaultaylor.com               
Office Phone: (512) 352-2327         FAX: (512) 365-1509 

 
 Faithlife Giving  Website: www.stpaultaylor.com 

 
 
 

  

Follow us at Facebook.com/stpaultaylor  

SUNDAY RADIO BROADCAST 

KRXT 98.5 FM at 12:15pm 

Worship Service 10:00am 

St. Paul Church does take pictures and videos which will be posted on their  
Social Media and Web Page. 

TWCWiFi - no password needed 
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St. Paul Lutheran Church      
WALK WITH US AS DISCIPLES OF CHRIST! 

Welcome! 

We welcome all who worship this Lord’s Day!  We are glad you are worshiping with us this 
morning.  As we can be helpful to you, we look forward to doing so.  If you would like the 
pastor to contact you, please mark that on the Record of Fellowship or call the church office.   
 

We ask that the Record of Fellowship be filled out  (members and visitors) so that we will have 
a record of your attendance.  Thank you! 
 

 

We Remember in Prayer 
(Please call the church office to remove anyone from the prayer lists.) 

 
Our Members: 
Barbara Leschbber, Wayne Kelm, Shirley Evans,  Kenneth George, Lorene Prinz, Lois 
Lenz, Grace Bulgerin, Clifton Filter, Larry Safarik, Margaret Miller, Pr. Michael Domenech,  
Our Shut Ins: Geraldine Steger, Joanne Rummel, Pastor Walter Miller, Mary Miller, Lomis 

Weber, James Spinn, Edward Lantzsch, Katy Wilson, Lisa Cox, Dorothy Grimm, 

Geraldine Cox, Rosalie Minzenmayer, Carolyn Jacobson, Ella Kuhl. 

 
Our family, friends, and loved ones:  
Naomi Ochoa, Calvin Pierce, Tanuya Ellard, Alan Debus, Tommy Harrison, Rhonda Aikey, 
Walter Moldenhaurer, Oaklee Merle Beardsley, Wendy Ivicic-Sakewitz, Mackenzie Bowers, 
Brenda Hernandez, Gayla Lantzsch, Sandra Milburn, Audrey Pelzel, Amy Scheffel Lonnie 
Lopez, Imma Jean Weise, Lance Pitts, Brett Safarik, Fred Bittner, Ben McCuk, David Martinez, 
Kelley Bachmayer, Terry Norman, Joe & Arlene Wold, Jennifer Thomson, Adam Eubank, 
James Slade, Julius Lucas, Betsi Schaefer, Sean Quinlan, Marie Williams, Jessica Hall, Brandi 
Oliver, Irene Bucanek, Donald Washington, and Raul Bentley. 
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WELCOME 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  
INTRODUCTION 

 
Who are the blessed ones of God? For Micah, they are those who do justice, love kindness, and 
walk humbly with God. For Paul, they are the ones who find wisdom in the weakness of the 
cross. For Jesus, they are the poor, the meek, the merciful, the pure in heart, the peacemakers, 
those who mourn, and those who hunger for righteousness. In baptism we find our blessed 
identity and calling in this countercultural way of living and serving. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 
who makes all things new, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Trusting in God's mercy, let us confess our sin. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Holy One, source of our renewal, 
we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We have not practiced your righteousness. 
Our hearts have turned away from you. 
For the sake of the world you so love, 
forgive us, 
that we may be reconciled to one another 
for the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 
Thus says our God: 
"The former things have come to pass 
and new things I now declare." 
God's mercy makes us new. 
We are forgiven in the name of + Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG          “Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart”   P 873 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray 
Holy God, you confound the world's wisdom in giving your kingdom to the lowly and the pure in 
heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, and perseverance in striving for peace, that 
in our words and deeds the world may see the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. 
 

Amen. 
 

WORD 
 
FIRST READING: Micah 6:1-8 
With the mountains and the foundations of the earth as the jury, God brings a lawsuit against 
Israel. God has "wearied" Israel with a long history of saving acts. God does not want or expect 
lavish sacrifices to attempt to earn divine favor. Rather God empowers the people to do justice, 
to love loyalty to God, and to walk shrewdly in God's service. 
 

1Hear what the LORD says: Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills hear 
your voice. 2Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the LORD, and you enduring foundations 
of the earth; for the LORD has a controversy with his people, and he will contend with Israel. 3"O 
my people, what have I done to you? In what have I wearied you? Answer me! 4For I brought 
you up from the land of Egypt, and redeemed you from the house of slavery; and I sent before 
you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. 5O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab 
devised, what Balaam son of Beor answered him, and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, 
that you may know the saving acts of the LORD." 6"With what shall I come before the LORD, 
and bow myself before God on high? Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a 
year old? 7Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?" 8He 
has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the LORD require of you but to do justice, 
and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? 
 

The word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 15 
LORD, who may abide upon your holy hill? (Ps. 15:1) 
 
1LORD, who may dwell in your tabernacle? 
 Who may abide upon your holy hill? 
2Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right, 
 who speak the truth from their heart;    
3they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends; 
 they do not cast discredit upon a neighbor. 
4In their sight the wicked are rejected, 
but they honor those who fear the LORD. 
 They have sworn upon their health 
 and do not take back their word. 
5They do not give their money in hope of gain, 
nor do they take bribes against the innocent. 
 Those who do these things shall never be overthrown.    
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SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
According to the world's standards of power and might, the message of the cross seems stupid 
and offensive. Yet this word reveals the paradoxical way God has chosen to work power and 
salvation through weakness, rejection, and suffering. Hence the message of the cross becomes 
true wisdom and power for believers. 
 

18The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are 
being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written, "I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and 
the discernment of the discerning I will thwart." 20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the 
scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 
21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, 
through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. 22For Jews demand 
signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews 
and foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the 
power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For God's foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and 
God's weakness is stronger than human strength. 26Consider your own call, brothers and 
sisters: not many of you were wise by human standards, not many were powerful, not many 
were of noble birth. 27But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose 
what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28God chose what is low and despised in the 
world, things that are not, to reduce to nothing things that are, 29so that no one might boast in 
the presence of God. 30He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom 
from God, and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 31in order that, as it is written, 
"Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord." 
 

The word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GOSPEL 
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 5:1-12  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
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GOSPEL: Matthew 5:1-12 
Jesus opens the Sermon on the Mount by naming those who are blessed in the reign of God. 
 

1When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples 
came to him. 2Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 3"Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 4"Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
5"Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 6"Blessed are those who hunger and thirst 
for righteousness, for they will be filled. 7"Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
8"Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 9"Blessed are the peacemakers, for they 
will be called children of God. 10"Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11"Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute 
you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account 12Rejoice and be glad, for your 
reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before 
you." 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
Please be seated.  
 
    Congregation 
Children’s message  
 

Sermon  Rev. Dr. George R. Qualley 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY   “Rise Up, O Saint of God”   P. 669 
 

With the whole church let us confess our faith. 
 

CREED 
Apostles' Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 
A brief silence. 
 

Cultivate humility in your church. In gatherings of every size, teach us to boast only in the cross. 
Shape your church to be people of kindness, generosity, and justice. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
The foundations of the earth bear witness to your faithfulness; the mountains and hills echo with 
your holiness. When we mistreat your creation, show us the error of our ways. Inspire us with 
reverent awe to honor all you have made. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
You make foolish the wisdom of the world. Raise up honorable leaders who seek justice, love 
mercy, and pursue peace. Frustrate plans that are corrupt, wicked, and self-seeking. Prosper 
the work of peacemakers. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Bless all whom the world rejects. Accompany those who are regarded as foolish, weak, low, and 
despised; reveal your power and presence at work where it is least expected. Give your life, 
strength, healing and wisdom to those who are in need or ill. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
As with your people Israel, remind this congregation of your saving acts. Remind us how your 
faithfulness brought us through difficulties and sustained us despite our weaknesses. Establish 
the cross as the center of our life together. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
We pray for all our military, especially those deployed.  We keep in our prayers all the Wounded 
Warriors that have returned home to heal. We pray for our missionaries; Kyle & Lois in South 
Asia, serving with the World Mission Prayer League, and for our sister congregation at 
Immanuel Lutheran Church in West Taylor, Texas and Bethany Lutheran Church in 
McCallsburg, Iowa. Bless and protect all our local nurses, doctors, healthcare workers and first 
responders, our students, teachers and school administrators. 
Praise to you for your blessed saints in every time and place. Trusting you accompanied them in 
poverty, persecution, and in every trial, we trust you abide with your people always. Merciful 
God, 
receive our prayer. 
We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power revealed in 
Christ crucified. 
Amen. 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you 

Please be seated.- The Great Wave. 
THANKSGIVING 
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THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 
Let us pray.  
 
O God of justice and love, 
we give thanks to you  
that you illumine our way through life with the words of your Son. 
Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others, 
and at the end bring all the world to your feast; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory forever. 
Amen. 
 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 

SENDING 
 
BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and † give you peace. 
Amen. 
  
SENDING SONG  “O Master, Let Me Walk With You"     P. 818 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2019 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Scripture quotations (except psalms) from the 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the 
USA. All rights reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license # SB119786  Used by permission, CCLI License 
#11135365 

From Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright © 2006.  
All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license # SB119786 
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Serving February 5, 2023 

Serving Today  
 
Council Ushers:  Christine Rohlack, Rhonda Ochoa, Loren Dittmeyer 
 Reader:  Chris Rohlack 
 Acolyte: Hayden Wenzel 
 Flowers: Gayle Collins 

              Ushers:     Susan Basco, Steve Morgan 
              Reader:    Katie Safarik 
           Acolytes:    Ben Gregory & Jacob Gregory 
          Flowers:     

IMPORTANT NOTICE: 
Our annual congregation meeting will be held Sunday, February 26 

immediately after the service. 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE WEEK 
 
 

 

MONDAY                           Jan 30 
 10:45 - Meals on Wheels 
 6:00 - Scouts  
WEDNESDAY                        Feb 1 
 9:30 - Folding Bulletins 
 1:30 - Prayer Time 
 2:00 - Pastor’s Bible Study   -   St. Paul House  
THURSDAY          Feb 2 
 9:30 - LCMC Pr Cluster Mtg 
 9:30 - Ruth Circle 
NEXT SUNDAY                        Feb 5 
 10:00 - Advent Worship Service with Holy Communion - Sanctuary 
 11:00 - Brunch, Sunday School and Confirmation - Fellowship Hall 
 12:15 - Radio Broadcast – KRXT 98.5 FM   

 In memory of Erwin H. Teggeman.  
Given by Gayle Teggeman Collins and family. 

We will travel to Boerne on January 30 leaving at 9:00 AM from 

the St. Paul House parking lot. We will tour the town, visit with 

Pastor Rohde and have lunch at a local restaurant  


