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May 11, 2025

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Walk With Us As Discifles of Christ!

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church
Child DevelopmentLgﬁgter and Pre-School
Rev. Dr. George R. Qualley, D.R.S., Ph.D., Pastor

(812) 259-2530 Email: pastor@stpaultaylor.com

Glynda Vanecek, Organist
Jason Richter, Office Manager
401 West Seventh Street
Taylor, Texas 76574
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Office Hours: 8am-1pm Mon -Thur; Closed on Friday

Website: www.stpaultaylor.com Online Giving Portal:
O

Follow us at Facebook.com/stpaultaylor
SUNDAY RADIO BROADCAST
KRXT 98.5 FM at 12:00pm
St. Paul Church does take pictures and videos which will be posted on their
Social Media and Web Page.
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St. Paul Lutheran Church

WALK WITH US AS DISCIPLES OF CHRIST!
Welcome!

We welcome all who worship this Lord’s Day! We are glad you are worshiping with us today.
As we can be helpful to you, we look forward to doing so. If you would like the pastor to
contact you, please mark that on the Record of Fellowship or call the church office.

We ask that the Record of Fellowship be filled out (members and visitors) so that we will have
a record of your attendance. Thank you!

We Remember in Prayer
(Please call the church office to remove anyone from the prayer lists.)

Our Members:
Diane Talley, Debbie Brinkmeyer, Carol Lantzsch, Kent Safarik.

Our Shut Ins:
Inez Sladek, Terri Abert, Grace Bulgerin, Mary Miller, Lorene Prinz, Geraldine Steger,
Lomis Weber, Carol Lantzsch, Lisa Cox, Geraldine Cox, Carolyn Jacobson.

Our family, friends, and loved ones:

Lance Pavlicek, Bill Cody, Randel Duelm, Fred Bittner, Wayne Schroeder, Rachel Elson,
Richard Jansky, Felicia Garcia, Penny Dittman, Alan Debus, Robert Harty, Mackenzie Brewer,
Loretta Simank, Authur Moreno, Jack Dismukes, Calvin and Rosalie Jechow, Edward Morgan,
Sandra Milner, Dora Brittian, Ryan Richey, Alma Russell, Tori Harris and baby, Mary Perez, Iris
Rangel and family, Melissa Balderas, Kelly Clines Thompson, Rob Randig, Gayla Lantzsch,
Tommy Harrison, Walter Moldenhauer.




WELCOME
ANNOUNCEMENTS

INTRODUCTION

The gift of new life, of eternal life, is the gift of the risen Christ. It is the promise of Jesus. It was
true for Dorcas in Joppa. It was true for those "who have come out of the great ordeal” in the
Revelation vision. It is true for us and for all the baptized: Surely goodness and mercy shall

follow me all the days of my life, and | will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia!

In the name of + the One
who was, who is, and who is to come.
Amen.

Baptized into Christ's death and resurrection,
and called to live the baptized life,
let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Holy God,

we give you thanks for the waters of baptism,
waters that make a people your own,

that restore to wholeness,

and empower us to be witnesses in your name.
Baptized into you, O Living One,

make us one as you are one.

We give you thanks for the waters of baptism,
waters that strengthen believers

and give new life to beloved servants of your church;
waters that extend your boundless love

and cross barriers of our own making.

Baptized into you, O Living One,

make us one as you are one.

We give you thanks for the waters of baptism,
waters that open the hearts of believers

and give a voice in the night to those in captivity;
waters that set your people on a new path,
rejoicing in the Spirit's power.

Baptized into you, O Living One,

make us one as you are one.

Grant us grace, love, and life, O Living One,
that our every day is shaped by these waters
that give us our very lives in you.

We ask this in the name of Jesus, the Crucified and Risen One.
Amen.

GATHERING SONG “Holy God, We Praise Your Name ”

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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Glory to God

Glo-ry 1o God, glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God in the high - est;

glo-ry 1o God, glo-ryto God, and peace 1o God’s peo-ple on  carth.
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1 Lord God, heav-en-ly King, al - might-y God and Fa - ther, we

wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo -ry.
Refrain
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Glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God in the high - est;
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glo-ry to God, glo -1y to God, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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you a - lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho - ly

Spir-it, in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther A - men.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray
O God of peace, you brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great shepherd of
the sheep. By the blood of your eternal covenant, make us complete in everything good that we
may do your will, and work among us all that is well-pleasing in your sight, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING: Acts 9:36-43

Dorcas was a faithful and devoted woman of charity in the community of Joppa. Her kindness
and her work with clothing were well-known, especially to the widows in town. When she fell ill
and died, Peter raised her back to life through the power of prayer.

*Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek is Dorcas. She
was devoted to good works and acts of charity. >’ At that time she became ill and died. When
they had washed her, they laid her in a room upstairs. **Since Lydda was near Joppa, the
disciples, who heard that Peter was there, sent two men to him with the request, "Please come
to us without delay." **So Peter got up and went with them; and when he arrived, they took him
to the room upstairs. All the widows stood beside him, weeping and showing tunics and other
clothing that Dorcas had made while she was with them. “°Peter put all of them outside, and
then he knelt down and prayed. He turned to the body and said, "Tabitha, get up." Then she
opened her eyes, and seeing Peter, she sat up. *'He gave her his hand and helped her up.
Then calling the saints and widows, he showed her to be alive. **This became known
throughout Joppa, and many believed in the Lord. “>Meanwhile he stayed in Joppa for some
time with a certain Simon, a tanner.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 23
The LORD is my shepherd; | shall not be in want. (Ps. 23:1)

'The LORD is my shepherd;
| shall not be in want.
’The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures
and leads me beside still waters.
*You restore my soul, O LORD,
and guide me along right pathways for your name's sake.
“Though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I shall fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
®You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.
®Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and | will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.



SECOND READING: Revelation 7:9-17

Christ is the shepherd who leads his faithful to springs of the water of life. Christ is also the lamb
who vanquishes sin and suffering.

°After this | looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation,

from all tribes and peoples and Ianguages standln% before the throne and before the Lamb,

robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. “They cried out in a loud voice, saying,
"Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!"

"And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures,
and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, '?singing,
"Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom
and thanksgiving and honor
and power and might
be to our God forever and ever! Amen."
*Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, "Who are these, robed in white, and where
have they come from?" ™| said to him, "Sir, you are the one that knows." Then he said to me,
"These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and
made them white in the blood of the Lamb.
"*For this reason they are before the throne of God,
and worship him day and night within his temple,
and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them.
"®They will hunger no more, and thirst no more;
the sun will not strike them,
nor any scorching heat;
""for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd,
and he will guide them to springs of the water of life,
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes."

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
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GOSPEL

The Holy Gospel according to John 10:22-30
Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: John 10:22-30

Jesus responds to questions about his identity with the remarkable claim that he and the Father
are one. Those who understand this are his sheep; they hear his voice, follow, and will never be
snatched from his hand.

2t that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was winter, 2and Jesus
was walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. ?*So the Jews gathered around him and
sald to him, "How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly."

% Jesus answered, "I have told you, and you do not believe. The works that | do in my Fathers
name testify to me; ?®but you do not believe, because you do not belong to my sheep. ¥’My
sheep hear my voice. | know them, and they follow me | give them eternal life, and they will
never perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand. ®What my Father has given me is
greater than all else, and no one can snatch it out of the Father's hand. **The Father and | are
one.'

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Congregation
Children’s message

Sermon Rev. Dr. George R. Qualley
HYMN OF THE DAY “The King of Love My Sheperd Is” P. 502
With the whole church let us confess our faith.

CREED

Apostles' Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.”
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the church, the world, and all
who are in need.
A brief silence.

You guide your people to the waters of life. Make your church a nourishing place for all who are
thirsty for hope and healing. Renew us in the waters of baptism, and send us forth as signs of
your love. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You tend to the earth, sustaining life in all places. Revive fragile ecosystems and restore
species in danger of extinction. Teach us new ways of living in balance and harmony with our
non-human neighbors. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You lead all peoples along right pathways. Grant wisdom and compassion to judges, lawyers,
mediators, and legal advocates. Dismantle systems of mass incarceration, empower processes
of restorative justice, and encourage all who strive for healing in our communities. Hear us, O
God.

Your mercy is great.

You wipe the tears from every eye. Tend to all who struggle with anxiety or depression,
loneliness, or despair. Enfold all who are in any need in your shepherding care and we
remember our friends and family members before you. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

This Mother's Day, bless mothers, grandmothers, and all who offer mothering care. Come close
to those whose relationships with their families are difficult, and console all who grieve the loss
of mother figures or the loss of children. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We pray for all our military, especially those deployed. We keep in our prayers all the Wounded
Warriors that have returned home to heal. We pray for our missionaries: for Cheryl Kruckemeyer
our missionary in Tanzania, for Kathleen in Kenya serving with the World Mission Prayer
League, and for our sister congregation at Faith Lutheran Church in Cincinnati, Ohio. Gracious
God, you call your people to pass on the faith to future generations. Help us and all
congregations to raise up ministry leaders for the next generation of your church. We pray for
this work in LCMC Texas as we lift up the faculty and students of Harvest Workers, our online
ministry training program. Today we also give you thanks for Holy Ghost Lutheran Church in
Fredericksburg, Texas and their pastors, David Priem, Clint Pluenneke, and Steve Qualben.
Bless their ministry both now and for generations to come. Bless and protect all our local
nurses, doctors, healthcare workers and first responders, our students, teachers and school
administrators. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You are the source of everlasting life. In deep gratitude for all your saints, we rejoice in the joy
and hope of the resurrection made known to us in Jesus, your beloved child. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that you are always with us; in
the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.
Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you. Amen



Canticle of Thanksgiving
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THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD
Let us pray.

O God of justice and love,

we give thanks to you

that you illumine our way through life with the words of your Son.
Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others,
and at the end bring all the world to your feast;

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be honor and glory forever.

Amen.

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING
BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and 1 give you peace.
Amen.
SENDING SONG “God Be with You Till We Meet Again ” P. 536
DISMISSAL
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia!

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!

Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress; Procession with Palms from Evangelical Lutheran Worship,
copyright 2006. Used by permission. Scripture quotations (except psalms) from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyricht 1989
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. All rights reserved.
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE WEEK

TODAY May 11
9:00 Handbell Choir Practice - Sanctuary
10:00 Worship Service - Sanctuary
12:00 Radio Broadcast — KRXT 98.5 FM
MONDAY May 12
No Scheduled Activities
TUESDAY May 13
6:00 Scouts Committee Mtg - Fellowship Hall
WEDNESDAY May 14
Church Office Closed
9:30 Folding Bulletins
1:30 Prayer Time
2:00 Pastor’s Bible Study
THURSDAY May 15
Church Office Closed
9:30 LCMC Pr Cluster Mtg
11:30 Women of the Word - Sirloin Stockade
FRIDAY May 16
No Scheduled Activities/Church Office Closed
SATURDAY May 17
No Scheduled Activities
NEXT SUNDAY May 18
10:00 Worship with Holy Communion - Sanctuary
11:00 Sunday School, Brunch and Adult Education
12:00 Radio Broadcast — KRXT 98.5 FM

No Brunch Today

Announcement

In celebration of Mother’s Day and of family birthdays in May
Jason (12"), Kaylee (14™), Dennis (15™) & Sarah (19");
and in celebration of the 2nd anniversary of
Joshua and Kaylee (6")

Serving Today

Council Ushers: Rhonda Ochoa, Loren Dittmeyer
Reader: Terry Richter
Acolytes: Sunny Paulsen
Altar Flowers: Richter Family

Serving May 18

Council Ushers: Steve Morgan, Carmen McCleery

Reader: Chris Rohlack
Acolytes: Jacob Gregory, Tayton Chandler
Altar Flowers: Brinkmeyer
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