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St. Paul Lutheran Church

WALK WITH US AS DISCIPLES OF CHRIST!
Welcome!

As we can be helpful to you, we look forward to doing so. If you would like the pastor to contact
you, please mark that on the Record of Fellowship or call the church office.

We ask that the Record of Fellowship be filled out (members and visitors) so that we will have a
record of your attendance. Thank you!

We Remember in Prayer
(Please call or email the church office to remove anyone from the prayer lists.)

Our Members:
Loren Dittmeyer, Diane, Mark Lindell, Kent Safarik.

Our Shut Ins:

Shirley Evans, Olin Tiemann, Wandeen Sakewitz, Glenn Minzenmayer,
Aileen Bunge, Mary Miller, David Kuempel, Gloria Bartosh, Carol Lantzsch,
Inez Sladek, Grace Bulgerin, Geraldine Steger, Lomis Weber, Lisa Cox.

Our family, friends, and loved ones:

Joe Gamez, Dave Martinka, Andrea Carrizales, Janie Luna, Tim Vanecek, Richard,
Glynda Vanecek, Naomi Ochoa, Rick Mosley, Don Williams, Bill Cody, Randel Duelm,
Penny Dittman, Alan Debus, Robert Harty, Jack Dismukes, Calvin and Rosalie Jechow,
Sandra Milner, Dora Brittian, Ryan Richey, Mary Perez, Rob Randig, Gayla Lantzsch,
Tommy Harrison, Walter Moldenhauer.




WELCOME
ANNOUNCEMENTS

INTRODUCTION

The prophet Jeremiah speaks of the incurable wound of his suffering yet finds in God’s words the
delight of his heart. When Peter doesn’t grasp Jesus’ words about suffering, Jesus tells the
disciples they will find their lives in losing them. Such sacrificial love is described by Paul when
he urges us to associate with the lowly and not repay evil with evil. In worship we gather as a
community that we might offer ourselves for the sake of our suffering world..

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity,+ one God,
whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins.

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.

Restore us to dwell in your peace.

In Christ’s name we pray,

Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me,

all you who are weary

and are carrying heavy burdens,
and | will give you rest.”

In the name of God,

Father, ++ Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.

Rest in God’s love.

Amen.

GATHERING SONG “This Is My Father’s World” P. 824

WORD
First Reading: Jeremiah 15:15-21

Jeremiah’s delight in the word of the LORD is contradicted by the heaviness of God’s hand upon
him and God'’s seeming unfaithfulness. God’s tough love to Jeremiah says that if he repents, he
will be allowed to continue in his strenuous ministry. Jeremiah is strengthened by the simple
words, “l am with you.”
50 LORD, you know; remember me and visit me,
and bring down retribution for me on my persecutors.
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In your forbearance do not take me away; know that on your account | suffer insult.
8Your words were found, and | ate them, and your words became to me a joy

and the delight of my heart, for | am called by your name, O LORD, God of hosts.
71 did not sit in the company of merrymakers, nor did | rejoice;

under the weight of your hand | sat alone, for you had filled me with indignation.
8 Why is my pain unceasing, my wound incurable, refusing to be healed?
Truly, you are to me like a deceitful brook, like waters that fail.

1 Therefore thus says the LORD: If you turn back, | will take you back,
and you shall stand before me. If you utter what is precious and not what is worthless,
you shall serve as my mouth. It is they who will turn to you, not you who will turn to them.
20 And | will make you to this people a fortified wall of bronze; they will fight against you,
but they shall not prevail over you, for | am with you to save you and deliver you,
says the LORD.
211 will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked and redeem you from the grasp of the
ruthless.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 26:1-8
Your love is before my eyes; | have walked faithfully with you. (Ps. 26:3)

" Give judgment for me, O LORD, for | have lived with integrity;
| have trusted in the LORD and have not faltered.
°Test me, O LORD, and try me;
examine my heart and my mind.
3For your steadfast love is before my eyes;
| have walked faithfully with you.
“1 have not sat with the worthless,
nor do | consort with the deceitful.
51 have hated the company of evildoers;
I will not sit down with the wicked.
51 will wash my hands in innocence, O LORD,
that | may go in procession round your altar,
"singing aloud a song of thanksgiving
and recounting all your wonderful deeds.
8LORD, | love the house in which you dwell
and the place where your glory abides.

Second Reading: Romans 12:9-21

Paul presents benchmarks for faithful relationships with Christians and non-Christians. Love is
the unflagging standard of our behavior. When we encounter evil, we do not resort to its tactics
but seek to overcome it with good. While Christians cannot control the actions and attitudes of
others, we seek to live at peace with all people.

9Let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good; '°love one another with mutual
affection; outdo one another in showing honor. " Do not lag in zeal; be ardent in spirit; serve the
Lord. '?Rejoice in hope; be patient in affliction; persevere in prayer. '® Contribute to the needs of
the saints; pursue hospitality to strangers.

4 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. > Rejoice with those who
rejoice; weep with those who weep. ' Live in harmony with one another; do not be arrogant, but
associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. '” Do not repay anyone evil for
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evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. "¢ If it is possible, so far as it depends on
you, live peaceably with all. ® Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of
God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine; | will repay, says the Lord.” 2° Instead, “if your enemies
are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink, for by doing this you will

heap burning coals on their heads.” 2" Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good..

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

HYMN "Beautiful Savior” P.838

GOSPEL
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 16:21-28

Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Matthew 16:21-28

After Peter confesses that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son of the living God” (16:16), Jesus
reveals the ultimate purpose of his ministry. These words prove hard to accept, even for a
disciple whom Jesus has called a “rock.”

2TFrom that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah,] Jesus began to show
his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders
and chief priests and scribes and be killed and on the third day be raised. ?> And Peter took him
aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.”
23But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me, for you are
setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.”

24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any wish to come after me, let them deny themselves and
take up their cross and follow me. ?° For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those
who lose their life for my sake will find it. ?° For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world
but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life?

2"*For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will
repay everyone for what has been done. 2 Truly | tell you, there are some standing here who will
not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Congregation
Children’s message

Sermon Rev. Dr. George R. Qualley
HYMN OF THE DAY "I Love to Tell the Story” P.661

With the whole church, let us confess our faith.



APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, and all of
God’s creation.

A brief silence.

For the church in every land, that its mission and ministry is anchored in the love of Christ. When
threats or challenges arise, teach us to take up our cross and follow you in faith. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

For the well-being of your creation, that all that lives and grows on the earth may thrive. Bring
relief to areas ravaged by droughts, floods, fires, storms, and other disasters. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

For the nations and all in authority, that they seek to live in peace with one another. Bless the
work of international and diplomatic organizations and all who work to bring peace to a world
scarred by violence. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

For all those in need, that they be satisfied. Ensure all your children have safe access to food,
water, shelter, and medical care. Bring healing to all who bear wounds in body, mind, and spirit
and we remember our friends and family members before you. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

For the congregation gathered here to serve you, that they remain strong in faith and united in
purpose. Guide our committees, study groups, and other meetings toward honesty and humility,
always seeking genuine love. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

We pray for all our military, especially those deployed. We keep in our prayers all the Wounded
Warriors that have returned home to heal. We pray for our missionary Will in the Brazil, serving
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with the World Mission Prayer League, and for our sister congregation at Grace Lutheran Church
in Billings, Montana. Today we also pray for Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church in Victoria, Texas
and their pastor, Lalahery Andriamihaja (Pastor La). By your Holy Spirit, give them the strength of
faith to answer your call to make disciples.

Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

For the faithful departed, that their witness continues to strengthen and guide the church. Renew
our hope in your promises in this life and the life to come. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the name of
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Amen
HYMN "Take My Life That | May Be” (v. 1-4) P.685
THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD
Let us pray.

O God of justice and love,

we give thanks to you

that you illumine our way through life with the words of your Son.
Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others,
and at the end bring all the world to your feast;

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be honor and glory forever.

Amen.

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING
BLESSING



The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and 1 give you peace.
Amen.

SENDING SONG “What a Friend We Have In Jesus” P.742
DISMISSAL

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE WEEK

TODAY Aug 30
10:00 Worship - Sanctuary
11:00 Retirement Brunch for Glynda Vanecek
12:00 Radio Broadcast — KRXT 98.5 FM
MONDAY Aug 31
No Activities Scheduled
TUESDAY Sept 1
9:30 LCMC Pr Cluster Mtg — Prince of Peace
WEDNESDAY Sept 2
8:30 Folding Bulletins
1:30 Prayer Time
THURSDAY Sept 3
9:30 Rith Circle Meeting
FRIDAY Sept 4
No Activities Scheduled/Church Office Closed/Pastor’s Day Off
SATURDAY Sept 5
Church Office
NEXT SUNDAY Sept 6
10:00 Worship with Holy Communion - Sanctuary
11:.00 Sunday School, Brunch, Confirmation and Adult Education
12:00 Radio Broadcast — KRXT 98.5 FM

Council Ushers:
Reader:
Acolytes:

Altar Flowers:

Council Ushers:
Reader:
Acolytes:

Altar Flowers:

Announcement

In celebration of family birthdays in August and September
William (Aug 24), Joshua (Aug 30),
D’Ann (Aug 28) and Terry (Sept 15)
by the Richter family

Serving Today
Rhonda Ochoa, Katy Safarik

Randall Pick
Sunny Paulsen
Richter

Serving September 6
Steve Morgan, Carmen McCleery
Terry Richter
Open
Stefek




