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Sunday, August 16, 2026 

12th Sunday after Pentecost Lectionary 20, Year A 
Walk With Us As Disciples of Christ! 

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church  
Child Development Center and Pre-School 

LCMC 
Rev. Dr. George R. Qualley, D.R.S., Ph.D.,  Pastor 

(812) 259-2530 Email: pastor@stpaultaylor.com 
  

Andy Simon, Organist 
Jason Richter, Office Manager      

401 West Seventh Street 
Taylor, Texas  76574   

Email: office@stpaultaylor.com      
Office Phone:  (512) 352-2327 

Office Hours: 8am-1pm Mon -Thur; Closed on Friday 
          

       Website: www.stpaultaylor.com                    Online Giving Portal: 
  
  
  

   
Follow us at Facebook.com/stpaultaylor  

SUNDAY RADIO BROADCAST 
KRXT 98.5 FM at 12:00pm 

St. Paul Church does take pictures and videos which will be posted on their  
Social Media and Web Page. 

 
 



2 
 

St. Paul Lutheran Church      
WALK WITH US AS DISCIPLES OF CHRIST! 

Welcome! 
  
As we can be helpful to you, we look forward to doing so.  If you would like the pastor to contact 
you, please mark that on the Record of Fellowship or call the church office.   
  

We ask that the Record of Fellowship be filled out (members and visitors) so that we will have a 
record of your attendance.  Thank you! 
  

  

We Remember in Prayer 
(Please call or email the church office to remove anyone from the prayer lists.) 

 
Our Members: 
Loren Dittmeyer, Diane, Mark Lindell, Kent Safarik. 
 
Our Shut Ins:  
Shirley Evans, Olin Tiemann, Wandeen Sakewitz, Glenn Minzenmayer, 
Aileen Bunge, Mary Miller, David Kuempel, Gloria Bartosh, Carol Lantzsch, 
Inez Sladek, Grace Bulgerin, Geraldine Steger, Lomis Weber, Lisa Cox.  
 
Our family, friends, and loved ones:  
Dave Martinka, Andrea Carrizales, Janie Luna, Tim Vanecek, Richard, Glynda Vanecek,  
Naomi Ochoa, Rick Mosley, Don Williams, Bill Cody, Randel Duelm, Penny Dittman, Alan Debus,  
Robert Harty, Jack Dismukes, Calvin and Rosalie Jechow, Sandra Milner, Dora Brittian, Ryan 
Richey, Mary Perez, Rob Randig, Gayla Lantzsch, Tommy Harrison, Walter Moldenhauer.   
Please continue to remember the Stiles, Beran/Harrison, Cox, and Johnson families in your 
prayers. 
  

Movies for a Sunday Morning with Pastor George 

Todays movie is: 

August 16  The Story of David starring Timothy Bottoms and Jane Seymour Part Two. 

All movies and videos will be shown in the Fellowship Hall Conference Room beginning 
at 11:15 AM. All movies will run between 88 – 108 minutes. 
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WELCOME 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  
  
  

INTRODUCTION 
  

In Isaiah we hear that God’s house shall be a house of prayer for all people and that God will 
gather the outcasts of Israel. The Canaanite woman in today’s gospel is a Gentile, an outsider, 
who is unflinching in her request that Jesus heal her daughter. As Jesus commends her bold 
faith, how might our church extend its mission to those on the margins of society? In our 
gathering around word and meal we receive strength to be signs of comfort, healing, and justice 
for those in need.       
  
  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
  

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
  

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 
whose compassion endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin to God. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Compassionate God, 
we confess to you all our sins. 
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
In your mercy, call us back to you. 
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 
Restore us to dwell in your peace. 
In Christ’s name we pray, 
Amen. 
 
Jesus says, “Come to me, 
all you who are weary 
and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest.” 
In the name of God, 
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Rest in God’s love. 
Amen.  
        

GATHERING SONG      “Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service”   P. 712 
  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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KYRIE - PG. 165 
  

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
  

For the peace from above, 
and for our salvation, 
let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
  

For the peace of the whole world, 
for the well-being of the church of God, 
and for the unity of all, 
let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
  

For this holy house, 
and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 
let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
  

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
Amen. 

THIS IS THE FEAST - PG. 169 
  

This is the feast of victory for our God. 
 Alleluia, alleluia. 
 This is the feast of victory for our God. 
 Alleluia, alleluia. 
  

1 Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 
 whose blood set us free to be people of God. 
 Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, 
 and honor, blessing, and glory are his.  Refrain 
  

2 Sing with all the people of God, 
 and join in the hymn of all creation: 
 Blessing, honor, glory, and might 
 be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.  Refrain 
  

3 For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. 
 Alleluia.  Refrain 

  

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
  

Let us pray.  
God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon you. Teach us as 
disciples of your Son to love the world with compassion and constancy, that your name may be 
known throughout the earth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

WORD 
  

First Reading: Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 
 

The prophet calls upon Israel to do justice in view of God’s imminent intervention to save. 
Righteousness and obedience define who belongs to the Israelite community—not race, 
nationality, or any other category. 
 
 1 Thus says the LORD: 
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  Maintain justice, and do what is right, 
 for soon my salvation will come 
  and my deliverance be revealed. 
 

 6 And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, 
  to minister to him, to love the name of the LORD, 
  and to be his servants, 
 all who keep the Sabbath and do not profane it 
  and hold fast my covenant— 
 7 these I will bring to my holy mountain 
  and make them joyful in my house of prayer; 
 their burnt offerings and their sacrifices 
  will be accepted on my altar, 
 for my house shall be called a house of prayer 
  for all peoples. 
 8 Thus says the Lord GOD, 
  who gathers the outcasts of Israel: 
 I will gather others to them 
  besides those already gathered.      
  

The word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
   

Psalm: Psalm 67 
  

Let all the peoples praise you, O God. (Ps. 67:3) 
 
 1 May God be merciful to us and bless us; 
  may the light of God’s face shine upon us. 
 2 Let your way be known upon earth, 
  your saving health among all nations. 
 3 Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
  let all the peoples praise you. 
 4 Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 
  for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the nations on earth.  
 5 Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
  let all the peoples praise you. 
 6 The earth has brought forth its increase; 
  God, our own God, has blessed us. 
 7 May God give us blessing, 
  and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe.  
  
Second Reading: Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 
 
God has not rejected Israel. Rather, the call and gifts of God are irrevocable so that, while all 
have been disobedient, God has mercy upon all. 
 
[Paul writes:] 1 I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an Israelite, a 
descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2a God has not rejected his people 
whom he foreknew. 
 
  29 For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30 Just as you were once disobedient to 
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God but have now received mercy because of their disobedience, 31 so also they have now been 
disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you, they also may now receive mercy. 32 For 
God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be merciful to all. 
        
  

The word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 

  
GOSPEL  ACCLAMATION - PG. 171 

  
  

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. 
  
  

GOSPEL 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 15:[10-20] 21-28 
  

Glory to you, O Lord. 
  

Gospel: Matthew 15:[10-20] 21-28 
 
Jesus teaches his disciples that true purity is a matter of the heart rather than outward religious 
observances. Almost immediately, this teaching is tested when a woman considered to be a 
religious outsider approaches him for help. 
 

[10 [Jesus] called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand:11 it is not what goes 
into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles.” 12 Then 
the disciples approached and said to him, “Do you know that the Pharisees took offense when 
they heard what you said?” 13 He answered, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not 
planted will be uprooted. 14 Let them alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind 
person guides another, both will fall into a pit.” 15 But Peter said to him, “Explain this parable to 
us.” 16 Then he said, “Are you also still without understanding? 17 Do you not see that whatever 
goes into the mouth enters the stomach and goes out into the sewer? 18 But what comes out of 
the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this is what defiles. 19 For out of the heart come evil 
intentions, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false witness, slander. 20 These are what 
defile a person, but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile.”]  
  21 Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22 Just then a 
Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, 
Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” 23 But he did not answer her at all. And his 
disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” 24 He 
answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25 But she came and knelt 
before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 26 He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food and 
throw it to the dogs.” 27 She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their 
masters’ table.” 28 Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you 
as you wish.” And her daughter was healed from that moment.       

 The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Congregation 
Children’s message  
     

Sermon  Rev. Dr. George R. Qualley 
  

HYMN OF THE DAY  "In Christ There Is No East or West”   P.650 
  
  

With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
  

APOSTLES’ CREED 
  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

  
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

  
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
  

With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, and all of 
God’s creation. 
  

 A brief silence. 
  

For believers around the world who stream to your holy mountain, that all be united in faith and 
harmony in the body of Christ. Let your church on earth be a witness to the beloved community 
of your heavenly kingdom. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
For your wondrous creation, that it thrives and flourishes as you intend. Raise up wise stewards 
to defend the natural world against carelessness and destruction. Safeguard endangered species 
and their habitats. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
For the nations of the world and all in authority, that they heed the cry of the outcast and ensure 
care for the most vulnerable. Give wisdom to leaders of countries, congregations, and 
communities, that they lead and serve justly. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
For all who are lonely, grieving, or struggling with chronic pain, that they find comfort, community, 
and hope. Send relief to all who struggle with illness of any kind and we remember our friends 
and family members before you. Merciful God, 
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receive our prayer. 
 
For this congregation, for visitors and those new to this faith community, that all may recognize 
the presence of Christ in each new face. Draw this community together in love and strengthen it 
in unwavering faith. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
We pray for all our military, especially those deployed.  We keep in our prayers all the Wounded 
Warriors that have returned home to heal.   We pray for our missionaries, for Brian and Barb in 
South Asia, serving with the World Mission Prayer League, and for our sister congregation at 
Grace Lutheran Church in Erhard, Minnesota.  We also celebrate and lift before you the ministry 
of First Lutheran Church in Tivoli, Texas. Bless their work for your Kingdom’s sake. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
 
 
  

For the saints before us whose work is done, that their faithful example continues to direct your 
church. May their witness remind us that your gifts and calling are irrevocable, whether in life or 
death. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the name of 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
   

PEACE 
  

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you.   
  

Amen 
GREAT THANKSGIVING  

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
  
  

The presiding minister continues: 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy. . .  
  

. . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY HOLY - PG. 173 
  

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
Lord God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
  

  
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
  

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
  
  

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
  

  
COMMUNION 

  

 Holy Communion is offered both in the center aisle line and at the altar rail.  
LAMB OF GOD - PG. 174 

  
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
 have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
 have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
 grant us peace, grant us peace. 
  
  



10 
 

Prayer After Communion 
SENDING 

  

BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and † give you peace. 
Amen. 
  

SENDING SONG  “The Lord Now Send Us Forth”    P.538 
  

DISMISSAL 
  
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE WEEK 
  

TODAY                                              Aug 16 
 10:00 -        Worship with Holy Communion - Sanctuary 
 11:00 -        Brunch and Adult Education 
 12:00 -        Radio Broadcast – KRXT 98.5 FM 
MONDAY                   Aug 17 
   No Activities Scheduled/Church Office Closed 
TUESDAY                   Aug 18 
 6:30 - Council Meeting – St. Paul House 
WEDNESDAY          Aug 19 
 8:30 - Folding Bulletins 
 11:30 - Ruth Circle Birthday Lunch - Sirloin Stockade 
 1:30 - Prayer Time 
THURSDAY                  Aug 20 
   No Activities Scheduled/ Newsletter Articles due 
FRIDAY                   Aug 21 
   No Activities Scheduled/Church Office Closed/Pastor’s Day Off 
SATURDAY           Aug 22 
   No Activities Scheduled/Church Office  
NEXT SUNDAY          Aug 23 
 10:00 -        Worship - Sanctuary  
 11:00 -        Brunch and Adult Education 
 12:00 -        Radio Broadcast – KRXT 98.5 FM 
  
 

Announcement 
 
St. Paul will be serving at Shepherds Heart Food Pantry on Saturday, August 29th from 7:30 am 

to 10:30 am.  Anyone who can help would be greatly appreciated.  

If anyone needs community service this is a great opportunity. The address is 121 East 2nd 
Street, but please enter from    Porter Street.   

For any questions please contact Don Artieschoufsky (512-923-0220) 

 

Serving Today 
Council Ushers:  Kathy Paulsen, Debbie Matthys 
 Reader:   Kathy Paulsen 
 Acolytes:  Sunny Paulsen, Nolan Schiller 
 Altar Flowers:  Open 
  
 

Serving August 23 
Council Ushers:  Terry Richter, Don Artieschoufsky 
 Reader:   Sharon Naivar 
 Acolytes:  Jacob Gregory 
 Altar Flowers:  Open  
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Notes: 


