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Sunday, March 22, 2026 
Fifth Sunday in Lent, Year A    

Walk With Us As Disciples of Christ! 
St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church  

Child Development Center and Pre-School 
LCMC 

Rev. Dr. George R. Qualley, D.R.S., Ph.D.,  Pastor 
(812) 259-2530  Email: pastor@stpaultaylor.com 

 
Glynda Vanecek, Organist 

Jason Richter, Office Manager      
401 West Seventh Street 

Taylor, Texas  76574   
Email: office@stpaultaylor.com      

Office Phone:  (512) 352-2327 FAX: (512) 365-1509 
Office Hours: 8am-1pm Mon -Thur; Closed on Friday 

           
       Website: www.stpaultaylor.com                      Online Giving Portal: 

 
 
 

   
Follow us at Facebook.com/stpaultaylor  

SUNDAY RADIO BROADCAST 
KRXT 98.5 FM at 12:00pm 

St. Paul Church does take pictures and videos which will be posted on their  
Social Media and Web Page. 

TWCWiFi - no password needed 
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St. Paul Lutheran Church      
WALK WITH US AS DISCIPLES OF CHRIST! 

Welcome! 

We welcome all who worship this Lord’s Day!  We are glad you are worshiping with us today.  
As we can be helpful to you, we look forward to doing so.  If you would like the pastor to 
contact you, please mark that on the Record of Fellowship or call the church office.   
 

We ask that the Record of Fellowship be filled out  (members and visitors) so that we will have 
a record of your attendance.  Thank you! 
 

 

We Remember in Prayer 
(Please call the church office to remove anyone from the prayer lists.) 

 
Our Members: 
Diane, Glenn Minzenmayer, Katy Safarik, Mark Lindell, Olin Tiemann, Kent Safarik. 

Our Shut Ins:  
Aileen Bunge, Mary Miller, Cynthia Beran, David Kuempel, Gloria Bartosh,  
Carol Lantzsch, Inez Sladek, Grace Bulgerin, Mary Miller, Geraldine Steger,  
Lomis Weber, Lisa Cox, Geraldine Cox.  
 
Our family, friends, and loved ones:  
Magni Óskarsson, Karen Parker, Rick Mosley, Don Williams, Hazel Chasak, Bill Cody,  
Randel Duelm, Penny Dittman, Alan Debus, Robert Harty, Authur Moreno, Jack Dismukes, 
Calvin and Rosalie Jechow, Sandra Milner, Dora Brittian, Ryan Richey, Mary Perez,  
Rob Randig, Gayla Lantzsch, Tommy Harrison, Walter Moldenhauer.  

St. Paul Lutheran Church will sponsor the Palm Sunday Food Drive for Shepherd’s Heart 
on Sunday March 29 from 4:00-5:00 PM at the St. Paul House Parking lot on the corner of 
Fowzer and 6th Street. Please bring donations of canned and dried goods, along with monetary  
donations to assist Shepherd’s Heart for their Easter and summer food distributions. Volunteers 
are always needed at Shepherd’s Heart.  Please contact Loretta Masters at:   
rlscrtmasters@gmail.com, for further information about Shepherd’s Hearts programs and  
summer needs.  
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WELCOME 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

INTRODUCTION 
 

In today’s gospel Jesus reveals his power over death by raising Lazarus from the dead. The 
prophet Ezekiel prophesies God breathing new life into dry bones. To those in exile or living in 
the shadows of death, these stories proclaim God’s promise of resurrection. In baptism we die 
with Christ that we might also be raised with him to new life. At the Easter Vigil we will welcome 
the newly baptized as we remember God’s unfailing promise in our baptism.  
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt 
and blots out all offenses. 
 

 Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 

For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you: Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 

For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word: Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 

For failing to recognize your coming reign, and for hindering the work of the Spirit: Gracious 
God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 

For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition, and for disdaining the living water Christ 
offers: Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 

For disregarding voices from the margin, and for distrusting signs of your healing and hope in 
the world: Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 

For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent, and for disregarding Christ’s call to come forth 
to life: Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 

God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound. Through faith, the free gift of God, 
you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins 
are forgiven. The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead dwells in you, pours God’s 
love into your hearts, and gives you life and peace. 
Amen. 
 

GATHERING SONG         “Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing”  P. 886 (v. 1-4) 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray 
Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death. Breathe upon us 
the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in Christ and serve you in righteous-
ness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.     
 

Amen. 
WORD 

First Reading: Ezekiel 37:1-14  
 

Ezekiel’s vision of the valley of dry bones is a promise that Israel as a nation, though dead in 
exile, will live again in their land through God’s life-giving spirit. Three times Israel is assured 
that through this vision they will know that “I am the Lਮ਱ਣ.”   
 

1 The hand of the L඗කඌ came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the L඗කඌ and set 
me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2 He led me all around them; there were 
very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 3 He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones 
live?” I answered, “O Lord G඗ඌ, you know.” 4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and 
say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the L඗කඌ. 5 Thus says the Lord G඗ඌ to these bones: 
I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6 I will lay sinews on you and will cause flesh 
to come upon you and cover you with skin and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you 
shall know that I am the L඗කඌ.” 
  7 So I prophesied as I had been commanded, and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a 
noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8 I looked, and there were sin-
ews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them, but there was no 
breath in them. 9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the 
breath: Thus says the Lord G඗ඌ: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these 
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slain, that they may live.” 10 I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, 
and they lived and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 
  11 Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our 
bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ 12 Therefore prophesy and 
say to them: Thus says the Lord G඗ඌ: I am going to open your graves and bring you up from 
your graves, O my people, and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13 And you shall know 
that I am the L඗කඌ when I open your graves and bring you up from your graves, O my people. 14

 I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you 
shall know that I, the L඗කඌ, have spoken and will act, says the L඗කඌ.”    

The word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: Psalm 130 
 

I wait for you, O Lਮ਱ਣ; in your word is my hope. (Ps. 130:5)    
 

 1 Out of the depths 
  I cry to you, O L඗කඌ; 
 2 O L඗කඌ, hear my voice! 
  Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication. 
 3 If you were to keep watch over sins, 
  O L඗කඌ, who could stand? 
 4 Yet with you is forgiveness, 
  in order that you may be feared.  
 5 I wait for you, O L඗කඌ; my soul waits; 
  in your word is my hope. 
 6 My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch for the morning, 
  more than those who keep watch for the morning. 
 7 O Israel, wait for the L඗කඌ, for with the L඗කඌ there is steadfast love; 
  with the L඗කඌ there is plenteous redemption. 
 8 For the L඗කඌ shall redeem Israel 
  from all their sins. 

Second Reading: Romans 8:6-11  
 

For Paul, Christian spirituality entails living in the reality of the Holy Spirit. The driving force be-
hind our actions and values is not our sinful desire for self-satisfaction but the very Spirit by 
which God raised Jesus from the dead and will also raise us from the dead. 
 

6 To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7 For 
this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—
indeed, it cannot, 8 and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 
  9 But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Any-
one who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10 But if Christ is in you, then 
the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11 If the Spirit of 
him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead 
will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.    
 
 

The word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL 
 

The Holy Gospel according to John 11:1-45      
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 

Gospel: John 11:1-45  
 

Jesus is moved to sorrow when his friend Lazarus falls ill and dies. Then, in a dramatic scene, 
he calls his friend out of the tomb and restores him to life. 
 

1 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 
Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her 
brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is 
ill.” 4 But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather, it is for God’s 
glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 5 Accordingly, though Jesus loved 
Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 6 after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days 
longer in the place where he was. 
  7 Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8 The disciples said to 
him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?” 9 
Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not 
stumble because they see the light of this world. 10 But those who walk at night stumble because 
the light is not in them.” 11 After saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, 
but I am going there to awaken him.” 12 The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, 
he will be all right.” 13 Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that 
he was referring merely to sleep. 14 Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. 15 For your 
sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 16 Thomas, who 
was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 
 

  17 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 18 Now 
Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19 and many of the Jews had come to 
Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus was 
coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you 
had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But even now I know that God will give you 
whatever you ask of him.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 Martha said to 
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him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am 
the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 26 and 
everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 27 She said to him, 
“Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.” 
 

  28 When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary and told her privately, 
“The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29 And when she heard it, she got up quickly and 
went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet come to the village but was still at the place where Martha 
had met him. 31 The Jews who were with her in the house consoling her saw Mary get up quickly 
and go out. They followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep 
there. 32 When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, 
“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her weeping 
and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply 
moved. 34 He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus 
began to weep. 36 So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But some of them said, “Could not 
he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?” 
 

  38 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying 
against it. 39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, 
“Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did I 
not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?” 41 So they took away the stone. 
And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. 42 I knew that you 
always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may 
believe that you sent me.” 43 When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come 
out!” 44 The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth and his face 
wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 
 

  45 Many of the Jews, therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did believed 
in him.   

 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

Congregation 
Children’s message  
 

Sermon  Rev. Dr. George R. Qualley 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY   “God Loved the World”         P. 323 (v. 1,3,5) 
 

 
With the whole church let us confess our faith. 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the world and its 
needs. 
 

 A brief silence. 
 

 

We pray for the church. Grant life and peace to all who gather in your name. Breathe into us so 
that we may share your message of forgiveness, hope, and love. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

We pray for creation. Renew landscapes that have dried up, prosper the work of those who 
restore homes and habitats after natural disasters, and sustain places where biodiversity 
thrives. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

We pray for the nations. Unbind leaders trapped by fear to act boldly for justice, free all who live 
in places of war and violence, and guide refugees and asylum seekers to safety. Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

We pray for all people in need. Take away the stone of poverty that weighs down so many. 
Console any who weep and heal all who are sick and we remember our friends and family 
members before you.  Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

We pray for this assembly. Ready the hearts and spirits of all preparing to be baptized. Deepen 
our wonder at the mystery of your resurrection and life. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great.  
 

We pray for all our military, especially those deployed.  We keep in our prayers all the Wounded 
Warriors that have returned home to heal. We pray for our missionary, for Becky in Napal, 
serving with the World Mission Prayer League, and for our sister congregation at Friends in 
Christ Lutheran Church in Sebeka, Minnesota.  Today we also pray for Bethel Lutheran Church 
in Lyford, Texas and their pastor, Sheryl Carriere. By your Holy Spirit, give them the strength of 
faith to answer your call to make disciples.  Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great.  
 
 

We offer our thanksgiving for all people who have died in faith. Give us faith to trust in your 
power to redeem and save, and bring us up from our graves to life in you. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great.  
 
 

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation. 
Amen.  

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you 

Amen 
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THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 
Let us pray.  
 

O God of justice and love, 
we give thanks to you  
that you illumine our way through life with the words of your Son. 
Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others, 
and at the end bring all the world to your feast; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory forever. 
Amen. 
 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 
 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

SENDING 
BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and † give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG   “You Are the Way”               P.758 
 

 
DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace. Believe the good news.     
 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 
#SB181150. 
New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of 
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 
Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.    
Songs  Used by Permission. CCLI License #11135365 
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Announcement 

Serving March 29 

 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE WEEK 
  

TODAY                         Mar 22 
 9:00 - Handbell Choir Practice - Sanctuary 
 10:00 -        Worship Service - Sanctuary    
 11:00 -        Sunday School, Confirmation and Adult Education    
 12:00 -        Radio Broadcast – KRXT 98.5 FM 
MONDAY                   Mar 23 
   No Activities Scheduled 
TUESDAY           Mar 24 
 6:30 - Scouts - Fellowship Hall 
WEDNESDAY          Mar 25 
 8:30 - Folding Bulletins 
 1:00 - Midweek Lent Service - St Paul House Conference Room  
 6:00 - Soup/Sandwiches followed by Lenten Service at 6:30 - Fellowship Hall 
THURSDAY          Mar 26 
   No Activities Scheduled 
FRIDAY           Mar 27 
   No Activities Scheduled/Church Office Closed/Pastors Day Off 
SATURDAY          Mar 28 
   No Activities Scheduled 
NEXT SUNDAY          Mar 29 
 10:00 -        Worship with Holy Communion - Sanctuary  (Palm Sunday) 
 11:00 -        Sunday School, Brunch, Confirmation and Adult Education 
 12:00 -        Radio Broadcast – KRXT  98.5 FM 

Serving Today  
 
Council Ushers:  Steve Morgan, Carmen McCleery 
 Reader:   Steve Morgan 
 Acolytes:  Tayton Chandler 
 Altar Flowers:  Ochoa 

Council Ushers:  Kathy Paulsen, Debbie Matthys 
 Reader:   Kathy Paulsen 
 Acolytes:  Sunny Paulsen 
 Altar Flowers:  Ochoa 

Altar flowers are placed In honor of  

Cecilia Louise Payne for her 4th birthday on March 25th. 
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