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St. Paul Lutheran Church

WALK WITH US AS DISCIPLES OF CHRIST!
Welcome!

We welcome all who worship this Lord’s Day! We are glad you are worshiping with us today.
As we can be helpful to you, we look forward to doing so. If you would like the pastor to
contact you, please mark that on the Record of Fellowship or call the church office.

We ask that the Record of Fellowship be filled out (members and visitors) so that we will have
a record of your attendance. Thank you!

We Remember in Prayer
(Please call the church office to remove anyone from the prayer lists.)

Our Members:
Diane Talley, Debbie Brinkmeyer, Carol Lantzsch, Kent Safarik.

Our Shut Ins:
Inez Sladek, Terri Abert, Grace Bulgerin, Mary Miller, Lorene Prinz, Geraldine Steger,
Lomis Weber, Lisa Cox, Geraldine Cox, Carolyn Jacobson.

Our family, friends, and loved ones:

Lance Pavlicek, Bill Cody, Randel Duelm, Wayne Schroeder, Rachel Elson, Richard Jansky,
Felicia Garcia, Penny Dittman, Alan Debus, Robert Harty, Mackenzie Brewer, Loretta Simank,
Authur Moreno, Jack Dismukes, Calvin and Rosalie Jechow, Edward Morgan, Sandra Milner,
Dora Brittian, Ryan Richey, Aima Russell, Tori Harris and baby, Mary Perez, Iris Rangel and
family, Melissa Balderas, Kelly Clines Thompson, Rob Randig, Gayla Lantzsch, Tommy
Harrison, Walter Moldenhauer.




WELCOME
ANNOUNCEMENTS

INTRODUCTION

Visions abound in the readings for the sixth Sunday of Easter. Paul has a vision about what to
do. John has a vision of what will be. Jesus provides visions of peace that surpasses human

understanding and power beyond human imagination.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia!

In the name of + the One
who was, who is, and who is to come.
Amen.

Baptized into Christ's death and resurrection,
and called to live the baptized life,
let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Holy God,

we give you thanks for the waters of baptism,
waters that make a people your own,

that restore to wholeness,

and empower us to be witnesses in your name.
Baptized into you, O Living One,

make us one as you are one.

We give you thanks for the waters of baptism,
waters that strengthen believers

and give new life to beloved servants of your church;
waters that extend your boundless love

and cross barriers of our own making.

Baptized into you, O Living One,

make us one as you are one.

We give you thanks for the waters of baptism,
waters that open the hearts of believers

and give a voice in the night to those in captivity;
waters that set your people on a new path,
rejoicing in the Spirit's power.

Baptized into you, O Living One,

make us one as you are one.

Grant us grace, love, and life, O Living One,
that our every day is shaped by these waters
that give us our very lives in you.

We ask this in the name of Jesus, the Crucified and Risen One.
Amen.

GATHERING SONG “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

P 834



0N , , .

DA 1 fi | | S I } i i -

mjj——f—ﬁl f—= e e

J T ' < b O
Ky-mn - e e - le - i-som Lord, have mer - cy.
lord, . . . . have mer - cy:

N , , ,

)" A | i T | I I I I

¢

J ~— r
Chri - ste e - le - 1-son Christ, have mer - cy.
Christ, have mer cy

O . : | . .

o> —= —- — —f i i —]

1 |74 bt [7) [/ =

J ' ~ O

Ky-mn - e e - le - i-son: Lord, have mer - cy.

Lord, . . . . have mer - cy:

Glory to God

Glo-ry 1o God, glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God in the high - est;

glo-ry 1o God, glo-ryto God, and peace 1o God’s peo-ple on  carth.

—3—
i — | r | | 1 o — 1 I— 1 1
g '} d‘ 1 1 - .4 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

1 Lord God, heav-en-ly King, al - might-y God and Fa - ther, we

wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo -ry.
Refrain
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glo-ry to God, glo -1y to God, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray
Bountiful God, you gather your people into your realm, and you promise us food from your tree
of life. Nourish us with your word, that empowered by your Spirit we may love one another and
the world you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING: Acts 16:9-15

A vision compels Paul to move his ministry into Greece. There he meets Lydia, an important
person in the business community, whose heart has been opened by God to receive the gospel.
Her conversion and baptism provide the impetus for the founding of the church at Philippi.

°During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia pleading with him and
saying, "Come over to Macedonia and help us." "®When he had seen the vision, we immediately
tried to cross over to Macedonia, being convinced that God had called us to proclaim the good
news to them.

""We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the following day to
Neapolis, "2and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia and a
Roman colony. We remained in this city for some days. ">On the sabbath day we went outside
the gate by the river, where we supposed there was a place of prayer; and we sat down and
spoke to the women who had gathered there. ™A certain woman named Lydia, a worshiper of
God, was listening to us; she was from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth. The Lord
opened her heart to listen eagerly to what was said by Paul. ®When she and her household
were baptized, she urged us, saying, "If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come and
stay at my home." And she prevailed upon us.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 67
Let the nations be glad and sing for joy. (Ps. 67:4)

'May God be merciful to us and bless us;
may the light of God's face shine upon us.
2 et your way be known upon earth,
your saving health among all nations.
3Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you.
“Let the nations be glad and sing for joy,
for you judge the peoples with equity
and guide all the nations on earth.
®Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you.
®The earth has brought forth its increase;
God, our own God, has blessed us.
"May God give us blessing,
and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe.



SECOND READING: Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5

John's vision of a new Jerusalem coming out of heaven provides continuity with God's past
actions. Yet in this new city, God's presence replaces the temple, and the glory of God and the
Lamb supplants sun and moon.

"°And in the spirit [one of the angels] carried me away to a great high mountain and showed me
the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God. #| saw no temple in the city, for
its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. *And the city has no need of sun or
moon to shine on it, for the glory of God is its light, and its lamp is the Lamb. **The nations will
walk by its light, and the kings of the earth WI|| bring their glory into it. *°Its gates will never be
shut by day and there will be no night there. ?People will bring into it the glory and the honor of
the nations. ?’But nothing unclean will enter it, nor anyone who practices abomination or
falsehood but only those who are written in the Lamb's book of life.

%1Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from
the throne of God and of the Lamb ?through the middle of the street of the city. On either side of
the river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of frwt producing its fruit each month; and the
leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. Nothlng accursed will be found there any
more. But the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and h|s servants will worship him;

*they will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. *And there will be no more nlght
they need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever

and ever.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
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GOSPEL

The Holy Gospel according to John 14:23-29

Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: John 14:23-29

As Jesus talks of returning to the Father, he promises to send the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, who
will teach Jesus' followers and remind them of all that Jesus taught. Even more, those in whom
God makes a home will experience a peace that overcomes fear.
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3 Jesus answered [Judas (not Iscariot),] "Those who love me will keep my word, and my Father
will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with them. “Whoever does not
love me does not keep my words; and the word that you hear is not mine, but is from the Father
who sent me.

%] have said these things to you while | am still with you. ?°But the Advocate, the Holy
Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all
that | have said to you. ?’Peace | leave with you; my peace | give to you. | do not 9ive to you as
the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid. “*You heard
me say to you, 'l am going away, and | am coming to you.' If you loved me, you would rejoice
that | am going to the Father, because the Father is greater than 1. *And now | have told you
this before it occurs, so that when it does occur, you may believe.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Congregation
Children’s message

Sermon Rev. Dr. George R. Qualley
HYMN OF THE DAY “Beautiful Savior” P. 838
With the whole church let us confess our faith.
CREED
Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the church, the world, and all
who are in need.

A brief silence.



Unite your people with communities of faith throughout the world. Further cooperation between
people of different faith traditions and bless our non-Christian neighbors, that we learn and grow
in deeper relationship. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Bless the earth with fresh water, clean air, and rich soil. Nurture growing crops and encourage
communities developing sustainable farming practices. Help us to live in balance and harmony
with your good creation. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Reconcile nations and communities suffering from violence and conflict. Protect refugees,
asylum-seekers, and all who flee their homes seeking safety and security. Make all nations safe
for both migrants and residents. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Sustain all who are in need, especially individuals and families struggling with trauma or
addiction. Support caregivers and come alongside all who are ill or struggling and we remember
our friends and family members before you. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

This Memorial Day weekend, we remember all who have died in military service. Soothe loved
ones who mourn, and strengthen support systems for veterans and their families. Bring peace
among nations, that war and conflict around the world might cease. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We pray for all our military, especially those deployed. We keep in our prayers all the Wounded
Warriors that have returned home to heal. We pray for our missionaries: for Cheryl Kruckemeyer
our missionary in Tanzania, for Didi and Serafin in the Democratic Republic of Congo serving
with the World Mission Prayer League, and for our sister congregation at Faith Lutheran Church
in Pendleton, Oregon. Merciful Father, you have abundantly gifted your mercy and grace to all
who call on your name. Help us to be ambassadors of your Kingdom as we share your mercy
and grace with others. We thank you for the leadership and ministry of the LCMC Board of
Trustees, Ministry Board and support staff as they serve the churches of our association. Thank
you for our fellowship of congregations. Especially today we celebrate and lift before you the
ministry of Emmanuel Lutheran Church in Inez, Texas and their pastor, Cindy Bailey. May your
grace flow through them as they share your Good News. Bless and protect all our local nurses,
doctors, healthcare workers and first responders, our students, teachers and school
administrators. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We give you thanks for all your saints raised to new life in Christ. Gather us, with them, into the
peace only you can give. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that you are always with us; in

the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you. Amen



Canticle of Thanksgiving
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THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD
Let us pray.

O God of justice and love,

we give thanks to you

that you illumine our way through life with the words of your Son.
Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others,
and at the end bring all the world to your feast;

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be honor and glory forever.

Amen.

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING
BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

SENDING SONG “l Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” P. 815
DISMISSAL

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia!

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!

Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress; Procession with Palms from Evangelical Lutheran Worship,
copyright 2006. Used by permission. Scripture quotations (except psalms) from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyricht 1989
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. All rights reserved.

Used by permission.
Songs Used by Permission. CCLI License #11135365
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE WEEK

TODAY May 25
9:00 Handbell Choir Practice - Sanctuary
10:00 Worship Service - Sanctuary
11:00 Sunday School and Adult Education
12:00 Radio Broadcast — KRXT 98.5 FM
MONDAY May 26
No Scheduled Activities/Office closed for Memorial Day
TUESDAY May 27
6:00 Scouts Committee Mtg - Fellowship Hall
WEDNESDAY May 28
9:30 Folding Bulletins
1:30 Prayer Time
2:00 Pastor’s Bible Study
THURSDAY May 29
No Scheduled Activities
FRIDAY May 30
No Scheduled Activities/Church Office Closed
SATURDAY May 31
No Scheduled Activities
NEXT SUNDAY June 1
10:00 Worship with Holy Communion - Sanctuary
11:00 Sunday School and Adult Education
12:00 Radio Broadcast - KRXT 98.5 FM
2:00 Thrivent Money Canvas Seminar - Fellowship Hall

Announcement

No Brunch Today

Serving Today

Council Ushers:
Reader:
Acolytes:

Altar Flowers:

Kathy Paulsen, Debbie Matthys

Katie Safarik
Open
Open

Serving June 1

Council Ushers:
Reader:
Acolytes:
Altar Flowers:

Terry Richter, Don Artieschoufsky

Paula Safarik
Ben Gregory, Sunny Paulsen
Open
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