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WELCOME

WE'RE GLAD YOU JOINED US



Altar flowers are giving to the glory of God
and in thanks for his many blessings
by Mel & Sheila Bullock




PRAY FOR:
THE CHURCH IN INDIA

May they be bold in their witness.

And whether they hear or refuse to
hear...they will know that a prophet has

been among them.
Ezekiel 2:5

WPRAYER LEAGUE
prayerleague.org




INTRODUCTION

Jesus’summary of the law in today’s gospel echoes our
first reading from Leviticus. We are called not only to love
God with heart, soul, and mind, but also to love our
neighbor as ourselves. It is out of such deep care that
Paul shares the gospel with the Thessalonian community.
In the confession of sins, we acknowledge that we have
not loved God, neighbor, and self; yet we gather to hear
the word of forgiveness and to be strengthened by word
and meal to be signs of God's love and mercy in the
world.



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity,+ one God,
who pours love into our hearts

and healing upon the earth.

Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through
faith,let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.



Compassionate God,

we confess that we struggle to embody
your goodness

in the world and in our own hearts.
Creation groans from overuse.
Jealousy and bitterness strain our
relationships.

Indifference keeps us from seeking
justice.



Divisions disrupt your call to show
genuine love to others.

Turn our hearts back to you.

Restore our world and reconcile us to one
another.

Renew us to live as your holy people,
following the way of Jesus Christ.

Amen.



Hear this good news:
We have peace with God through ++ Jesus Christ,

iIn whom there is no condemnation,

but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life.
Recelive freely this healing gift of grace.

Amen.



Gathering Song

“Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”

Hymn # 836



1 Joyful, joyful we adore thee,
God of glory, Lord of love!
Hearts unfold like flow'rs
before thee,
praising thee, their sun above.

Hymn # 836



Melt the clouds of sin and
sadness,
drive the gloom of doubt
away.
Giver of immortal gladness,
fill us with the light of day.

Hymn # 836



2 All thy works with joy
surround thee,
earth and heav'n reflect thy
rays,
stars and angels sing around
thee,
center of unbroken praise.

Hymn # 836



Field and forest, vale and
mountain,
flow'ry meadow, flashing sea,
chanting bird, and flowing
fountain
call us to rejoice Iin thee.

Hymn # 836



Final Thou art giving and
forgiving,
ever blessing, ever blest,
well-spring of the joy of living,
ocean-depth of happy rest!

Hymn # 836



Thou our Father, Christ our
brother,
all who live in love are thine;
teach us how to love each
other,
lift us to the joy divine!

Hymn # 836



RESPONSIVE PRAYER

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal,

Have mercy on us.



Our Father, who art in
heaven,

hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.



Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass
against us;

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.



For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only
Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;



he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the
Father,

and he will come to judge the living and
the dead.



| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.



Prayer of the Day

Let us pray

O God our defender, storms rage around and
within us and cause us to be afraid. Rescue your
people from despair, deliver your sons and
daughters from fear, and preserve us in the faith of
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.



WORD
FIRST READING: Leviticus 19:1-2, 15-18

The Holiness Code in Leviticus urges people to be
holy because God is holy. Holiness is lived out as
God’s people exercise justice and love in their
dealings with one another. We are to love our
neighbors as ourselves.



'The LORD spoke to Moses, saying:

2“Speak to all the congregation of the Israelites
and say to them: You shall be holy, for | the LORD
your God am holy.

15*You shall not render an unjust judgment; you
shall not be partial to the poor or defer to the great:
with justice you shall judge your neighbor. '° You
shall not go around as a slanderer among your
people, and you shall not stand idly by when the
blood of your neighbor is at stake: | am the LORD.



17“You shall not hate in your heart anyone of your
Kin; you shall reprove your neighbor, or you will incur
guilt yourself. '8 You shall not take vengeance or
bear a grudge against any of your people, but you
shall love your neighbor as yourself: | am the
LORD.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM: 1
Their delight is in the law of the LORD. (Ps. 1:2)

'Happy are they who have not walked in the
counsel of the wicked,
nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the
seats of the scornful!

2Their delight is in the law of the
LORD,
and they meditate on God’s teaching
day and night.



3They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing
fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither:
everything they do shall prosper.

41t is not so with the wicked;

they are like chaff which the wind
blows away.



> Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright
when judgment comes,

nor the sinner in the council of the righteous.

5For the LORD knows the way of the
righteous,

but the way of the wicked shall be
destroyed.



SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8

Paul uses maternal imagery to depict the caring
and nurturing relationship he shares with the
Thessalonian Christians. When he first came to
their city it was not to benefit himself but to share
the gospel with them, which was his responsibility
as an apostle of Christ.



'You yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that
our coming to you was not in vain, 2 but though we
had already suffered and been shamefully
mistreated at Philippi, as you know, we had
courage in our God to declare to you the gospel of
God in spite of great opposition. 3 For our appeal
does not spring from deceit or impure motives or
trickery,



4 but, just as we have been approved by God to be
entrusted with the message of the gospel, even so
we speak, not to please mortals but to please God,
who tests our hearts.

> As you know and as God is our witness, we never
came with words of flattery or with a pretext for
greed, °nor did we seek praise from mortals,
whether from you or from others, ’though we might
have made demands as apostles of Christ.



But we were gentle among you, like a nurse
tenderly caring for her own children. 8So deeply do
we care for you that we are determined to share
with you not only the gospel of God but also our
own selves, because you have become very dear
to us.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL

The Holy Gospel according to
Matthew 22: 34 - 46

Glory to you, O Lord.



GOSPEL: Matthew 22: 34 - 46

Put on the spot by the Pharisees, Jesus displays
wisdom by summarizing the law of God in just two
commandments and by demonstrating the
Messiah must be more than the son of David.



34\WWhen the Pharisees heard that [Jesus] had
silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together,
35and one of them, an expert in the law, asked
him a question to test him. 3¢“Teacher, which
commandment in the law is the greatest?” 3’ He

E €

said to him, “ “You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart and with all your soul and with
all your mind.’ 38 This is the greatest and first
commandment. 3° And a second is like it: “You
shall love your neighbor as yourself.’



400n these two commandments hang all the Law
and the Prophets.”

“1"Now while the Pharisees were gathered
together, Jesus asked them this question: 42“What
do you think of the Messiah”? Whose son is he?”
They said to him, “The son of David.” 43 He said to
them, “How is it then that David by the Spirit calls
him Lord, saying,



44‘The Lord said to my Lord,
“Sit at my right hand,
until | put your enemies under your feet” '?
43“If David thus calls him Lord, how can he be his
son?” “No one was able to give him an answer,

nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him any
more questions.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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Hymn of the Day

“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”

Hymn # 631



1 Love divine, all loves
excelling,
Joy of heav'n, to earth come
down!

Fix in us thy humble dwelling,
all thy faithful mercies crown.

Hymn # 631



Jesus, thou art all compassion,
pure, unbounded love thou art;
visit us with thy salvation,
enter ev'ry trembling heart.

Hymn # 631



2 Breathe, oh, breathe thy loving
Spirit
Into ev'ry troubled breast;
let us all in thee inherit;
let us find thy promised rest.

Hymn # 631



Take away the love of sinning;
Alpha and Omega be;
end of faith, as its beginning,
set our hearts at liberty.

Hymn # 631



Final Finish then thy new
creation,
pure and spotless let us be;
let us see thy great salvation
perfectly restored in thee!

Hymn # 631



Changed from glory into glory,
till In heav'n we take our place,
till we cast our crowns before
thee,
lost in wonder, love and praise!

Hymn # 631



PRAYERS

O Lord, I cry to you for help.
In the morning my prayer comes before
you.

Let my mouth be full of your praise
and your glory all the day long.



Every day will | bless you,
and praise your name forever and ever.

Awesome things will you show us in your
righteousness, O God of our salvation,

O hope of all the ends of the earth
and of the seas that are far away.



Bless the Lord, O my soul,
and all that is within me,
bless God's holy name.

You redeem my life from the grave,
and crown me with mercy and steadfast
love.

Lord, hear my prayer,
and let my cry come bhefore you.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things
new, we pray for the church and the world.

A brief silence.



Gracious God, as we remember the Reformation,
we thank you for all those who have worked to
hold the church accountable to its mission. Protect
them as they speak truth to power.

Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.



We give thanks for the beauty of the world’s
iIslands, coastlines, and low-lying places. Keep
them and their inhabitants safe from harm.

Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.



We thank you for the diversity of humankind, made
in your image. We pray for the future of
endangered languages and cultures. Preserve
them to show forth your glory.

Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.



We pray for the healing of all who are sick or
iInjured, especially those who cannot access
medical care. We remember those whom we love
who are suffering or in pain and we remember our
friends and family members before you.

Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.



We give thanks for retired clergy and their families,
honoring their faithful service to your church. Bless
them as they find new ways to live into their
vocation.

Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.



We pray for all our military, especially those
deployed. We keep in our prayers all the
Wounded Warriors that have returned home to
heal. We pray for our missionary Liv in West Asia,
serving with the Prayer League, and for our sister

congregation at Grace Lutheran Church in
Marshfield, Wisconsin.



Today we also give you thanks for Immanuel
Lutheran Church in Alice, Texas and their pastor,
Alicia Carlisle. Bless their work for your Kingdom's
sake.

Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.



We thank you for all the faithful departed who
taught us to love God and our neighbor. By their
example, help us to seek after you with heart, soul,
and mind.

Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up
these spoken prayers and those in our hearts;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.



Let us pray.

We give thanks to you, heavenly Father,

through Jesus Christ your dear Son,

that you have protected us through the night from
all harm and danger.

We ask that you would also protect us today from
sin and all evil,

so that our life and actions may please you.

Into your hands we commend ourselves:



our bodies, our souls, and all that is ours.
Let your holy angels be with us,
so that the wicked foe may have no power over us.



SENDING

BLESSING

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Almighty God bless us, defend us from all evil, and
bring us to everlasting life.

Amen.



Sending Song

“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”

Hymn # 504



1 A mighty fortress is our God,
a sword and shield victorious;
he breaks the cruel oppressor's
rod
and wins salvation glorious.

Hymn # 504



The old satanic foe
has sworn to work us woe!
With craft and dreadful might
he arms himself to fight.
On earth he has no equal.

Hymn # 504



2No strength of ours can
match his might!

We would be lost, rejected.
But now a champion comes to
fight,
whom God Himself elected.

Hymn # 504



You ask who this may be?
The Lord of hosts is he!
Christ Jesus, mighty Lord,
God's only Son, adored.
He holds the field victorious.

Hymn # 504



SThough hordes of devils fill the
land
all threat'ning to devour us,
we tremble not, unmoved we
stand;
they cannot overpow'r us.

Hymn # 504



Let this world's tyrant rage;
In battle we'll engage!
His might is doomed to fail;
God's judgement must prevail!
One little word subdues him.

Hymn # 504



FinalGod's Word forever shall
abide,
no thanks to foes, who fear it;
for God Himself fights by our
side
with weapons of the Spirit.

Hymn # 504



Were they to take our house,
goods, honor, child, or spouse,
though life be wrenched away,

they cannot win the day.

The kingdom's ours forever!

Hymn # 504



DISMISSAL

Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.

Thanks be to God.
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